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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER

Dr. Bruce Hargrave, Bruce Hargrave
Ministries and Charities, Rowlett,
Texas, offered the following prayer:

Almighty God, thank You for Your
many blessings upon our country and
this House.

Even in the midst of great chal-
lenges, bitterness, joys, grief, and vic-
tories, You are ever present and ever
mindful of all that we do.

Forgive us where we get in the way
of ourselves.

Give us Your wisdom and grace.

Bless the workings of this House for
the goodwill, peace, and justice of the
American people.

We pray this in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN led
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

the

——————

FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2019

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Appropriations be discharged
from further consideration of the joint
resolution (H.J. Res. 143) making fur-
ther continuing appropriations for fis-
cal year 2019, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from New
Jersey?

There was no objection.

The text of the joint resolution is as
follows:

H.J. REs. 143

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That division C of Public
Law 115-245 is amended—

(1) by striking the date specified in section
105(3) and inserting ‘‘December 21, 2018”’; and

(2) by adding at the end (before the short
title) the following:

‘““‘SEC. 136. Sections 1309(a) and 1319 of the
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 4016(a) and 4026) shall be applied by
substituting the date specified in section
105(3) of this Act for ‘December 7, 2018°."".

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed and read a third time, was
read the third time, and passed, and a
motion to reconsider was laid on the
table.

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 6, 2018, TO MONDAY,
DECEMBER 10, 2018

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at noon on Monday, December 10,
2018, for morning-hour debate and 2
p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from New
Jersey?

There was no objection.

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO
SYRIA STUDY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN). The Chair appoints,
pursuant to section 1501(c) of the FAA
Reauthorization Act of 2018, Public
Law 115-254, and the order of the House
of January 3, 2017, the following indi-
vidual on the part of the House to the
Syria Study Group:

Dr. Kimberly E. Kagan, Washington,
D.C.

———

FAREWELL SPEECH

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, it has been
the honor of my life to have served 10
years in this body, and I want to take
this occasion to thank the amazing and
talented staff that has worked both in
our congressional office here in Wash-
ington as well as in Ft. Collins and
Boulder and in Adams and Summit
Counties.

I want to thank all of the interns
who have lent their services over the
last decade, on behalf of the people of
the Second Congressional District,
hopefully providing them with a great
experience that furthers their interest
in public affairs.

And, of course, I want to thank my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle.
The men and women I have come to
know and have worked with in the last
decade have been some of the most im-
portant relationships of my life. I truly
believe that there is no problem so
large that the deliberative and
thoughtful minds in this body can’t
rise to the occasion and solve all the
pressing issues.

It has been sad to see that, all too
often, things stand in the way of that
progress, whether it is partisanship,
yes, but not only partisanship, the role
of the special interests, and the in-
creasingly divided electorate that we
have nationally.
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But I know that the men and women
of this body and in the next Congress,
the 116th Congress, will hopefully come
together to solve a lot of the pressing
issues that affect our country and the
world.

Whether it is making sure that kids
grow up with a good education, that
families have access to affordable
healthcare, or protecting our environ-
ment for ourselves and future genera-
tions, I know that the men and women
in this body will be able to rise to that
occasion.

It truly has been an amazing honor
to have worked with so many terrific
people from all over this country, au-
thentically representing their constitu-
ents and their districts.

I look forward to taking this decade
of service to our Nation with me
throughout the rest of my life, wher-
ever I go, to help inform the decisions
I make to do the very best job that I
can, every day.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the
honor of serving in the United States
Congress for a decade. I look forward to
continuing to work with future United
States Congresses.

—————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 6, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 6, 2018, at 10:57 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1934.

That the Senate passed S. 2736.

That the Senate passed S. 3530.

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 57.

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 754.

That the Senate agreed to Honoring the
life of President George Herbert Walker Bush
S. Res. T15.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 2377. An act to designate the Federal
building and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 200 West 2nd Street in Dayton, Ohio,
as the “Walter H. Rice Federal Building and
United States Courthouse’.

S. 3414. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
20 Ferry Road in Saunderstown, Rhode Is-
land, as the ‘‘Captain Matthew J. August
Post Office”.

S. 3442. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
105 Duff Street in Macon, Missouri, as the
‘““Arla W. Harrell Post Office’’.
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ADJOURNMENT

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 7 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, Decem-
ber 10, 2018, at noon, for morning-hour
debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7084. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Comptroller, Department of Defense, trans-
mitting a report of violations of the
Antideficiency Act, pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1351; Public Law 97-258; (96 Stat. 926); to the
Committee on Appropriations.

7085. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislation, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Tick-
Borne Disease Working Group 2018 Report to
Congress, pursuant to the 21st Century Cures
Act of 2016, Sec. 2062(c); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

7086. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Revisions to California
State Implementation Plan; South Coast Air
Quality Management District; Stationary
Source Permits [EPA-R09-OAR-2018-0413;
FRI1.-9985-75-Region 9] received November 27,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

7087. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s interim final rule — Safe Management
of Recalled Airbags [EPA-HQ-OLEM-2018-
0646; FRI.9986-91-OLEM] received November
27, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

7088. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of Air Quality Im-
plementation Plans; Puerto Rico; Infrastruc-
ture Requirements for the 1997 and 2008
Ozone, 1997 and 2006 Fine Particulate Matter
and 2008 Lead NAAQS; Transport Provisions
[EPA-R02-OAR-2016-0060; FRI.-9987-03-Region
2] received November 27, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

7089. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tion Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Quality: Revision to the
Regulatory Definition of Volatile Organic
Compounds-Exclusion of cis-1,1,1,4,4,4-
hexafluorobut-2-ene (HFO0-1336mzz-Z) [EPA-
HQ-OAR-2017-0175; FRL-9987-02-OAR] (RIN:
2060-AT52) received November 27, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

7090. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; New
Hampshire; Infrastructure State Implemen-
tation Plan Requirements for the 2012 PM2.5
NAAQS [EPA-R01-OAR-2017-0344; FRI.-9986-
82-Region 1] received November 27, 2018, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.
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7091. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Con-
necticut; Volatile Organic Compound Emis-
sions from Consumer Products and Architec-
tural and Industrial Maintenance Coatings;
Correction [EPA-R01-OAR-2018-0099; FRL-
9986-97-Region 1] received November 27, 2018,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

7092. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Cali-
fornia; South Coast Air Quality Management
District [EPA-R09-OAR-2016-0711; FRL-9986-
61-Region 9] received November 27, 2018, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

7093. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting a Periodic
Report on the National Emergency Caused
by the Lapse of the Export Administration
Act of 1979 for February 26, 2018, to August
25, 2018, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c);
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

7094. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting Transmittal No. 19-07,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control
Act, as amended; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

7095. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting Transmittal No. 02-19,
pursuant to the reporting requirements of
Section 62(a) of the Arms Export Control
Act; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

7096. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for General Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting a notifica-
tion of discontinuation of service in acting
role, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law
105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

7097. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for General Law, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting a notifica-
tion of designation of acting officer, and
nomination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a);
Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

7098. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
the Commission’s FY 2018 Agency Financial
Report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Pub-
lic Law 101-576, Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by
Public Law 107-289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049);
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

7099. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only
rule — Treatment of Amounts Paid to Sec-
tion 170(c) Organizations under Employer
Leave-Based Donation Programs to Aid Vic-
tims of Hurricane Michael [Notice 2018-89]
received November 27, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

7100. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB only
rule — Rev. Proc. on section 471 costs/nega-
tive additional section 263 A costs (Rev.
Proc. 2018-56) received November 27, 2018,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.
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7101. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final
rules — Moral Exemptions and Accommoda-
tions for Coverage of Certain Preventive
Services Under the Affordable Care Act [TD-
9841] (RIN: 1545-BN91) received November 27,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

7102. A letter from the Principal Deputy
Assistant Attorney General, Office of Legis-
lative Affairs, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting a letter presenting views of the De-
partment on S. 3003, the ‘‘Inspector General
Access Act of 2018 and H.R. 3154, the ’Inspec-
tor General Access Act of 2017; jointly to
the Committees on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform and the Judiciary.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 2987. A bill to amend
the Public Lands Corps Act of 1993 to estab-
lish the 21st Century Conservation Service
Corps to place youth and veterans in na-
tional service positions to conserve, restore,
and enhance the great outdoors of the United
States, and for other purposes, with an
amendment (Rept. 1156-1066, Pt. 1). Ordered to
be printed.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. H.R. 5859. A bill to amend
the Mineral Leasing Act to require that a
portion of revenues from new Federal min-
eral and geothermal leases be paid to States
for use to supplement the education of stu-
dents in kindergarten through grade 12 and
public support of institutions of higher edu-
cation, and for other purposes, with an
amendment (Rept. 115-1067, Pt. 1). Ordered to
be printed.

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the
Committees on Agriculture and Energy
and Commerce discharged from further
consideration H.R. 2987.

———

TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED
BILL

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XII, the
following action was taken by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2987. Referral to the Committees on
Transportation and Infrastructure and Edu-
cation and the Workforce extended for a pe-
riod ending not later than December 28, 2018.

H.R. 5859. Referral to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce extended for a
period ending not later than December 28,
2018.

[Omitted from the Record on December 3, 2018]

H.R. 5874. Referral to the Committees on
Energy and Commerce, Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, and Ways and Means for a
period ending not later than December 28,
2018.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. BARTON (for himself, Ms. CAS-
TOR of Florida, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mrs.
DINGELL, and Mr. UPTON):
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H.R. 7217. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to provide States with
the option of providing coordinated care for
children with complex medical conditions
through a health home, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas (for him-
self and Mr. HURD):

H.R. 7218. A bill to expand the grants au-
thorized under Jennifer’s Law and Kristen’s
Act to include processing of unidentified re-
mains, resolving missing persons cases, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee
on Homeland Security, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. LOFGREN (for herself and Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi):

H.R. 7219. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit the sale of firearms
to individuals suspected of terrorism, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. MCEACHIN (for himself and Mr.
SCHNEIDER):

H.R. 7220. A bill to require the Secretary of
State to publish a quarterly assessment re-
garding the Paris Agreement, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

By Mr. PETERS:

H.R. 7221. A bill to require prime contrac-
tors under Federal construction contracts to
notify the Government of changes in certain
subcontractors performing work under the
contract; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Mr. POE of Texas (for himself, Mrs.
BLACK, and Mr. GRIFFITH):

H.R. 7222. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to establish the
Megan Rondini national sexual assault care
and treatment task force; and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committees on
Ways and Means, and the Judiciary, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SCHRADER (for himself and
Mr. WELCH):

H.R. 7223. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to prevent the
misclassification of drugs for purposes of the
Medicaid drug rebate program; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, and Mr. BUDD):

H.R. 7224. A bill to promote fair and trans-
parent virtual currency markets by exam-
ining the potential for price manipulation;
to the Committee on Financial Services, and
in addition to the Committee on Agriculture,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself and Mr.
BUDD):

H.R. 7225. A bill to promote United States
competitiveness in the evolving global vir-
tual currency marketplace; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, and in addi-
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tion to the Committee on Agriculture, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. TIPTON:

H.R. 7226. A bill to promote remediation of
orphan hardrock mines, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure, and in addition to the
Committees on Energy and Commerce, and
Natural Resources, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. BIGGS (for himself, Mr. LAM-
BORN, Mr. BUCK, Mr. BYRNE, Mr. HAR-
PER, Mr. ROKITA, Mr. HARRIS, Mr.
JOHNSON of Ohio, Mrs. HARTZLER, Mr.
NORMAN, Mr. PITTENGER, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mr. COFFMAN, Mr. GOHMERT,
Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia, Mr.
KING of Iowa, Mr. DUNCAN of South
Carolina, Mr. LATTA, Mr. MEADOWS,
Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. WILLIAMS, Mr.
JoDY B. HICE of Georgia, Mr. GRIF-
FITH, Mr. BACON, Mr. WILSON of South
Carolina, Mr. MAST, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. RATCLIFFE, Mr. GIBBS,
Mrs. LESKO, Mr. KUSTOFF of Ten-
nessee, Mr. BURGESS, Mr.
LOUDERMILK, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. ROUZER,
Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. BUDD, Mr.
EMMER, Mr. BRAT, Mrs. HANDEL, Mr.
CLOUD, and Mr. SCALISE):

H. Con. Res. 144. Concurrent resolution
commemorating the anniversary of United
States recognition of Jerusalem as the cap-
ital of the State of Israel; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. KEATING (for himself, Mr.
YoHO, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr.
CHABOT, and Mr. CONNOLLY):

H. Res. 1169. A resolution reaffirming the
commitment of the United States to pro-
mote free, fair, transparent and credible
elections in Bangladesh; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. BASS (for herself, Ms. JACKSON
LEE, and Mr. CHABOT):

H. Res. 1170. A resolution urging the Gov-
ernment of Nigeria and Nigeria’s political
parties to ensure electoral accountability
and work toward holding credible, peaceful,
and transparent elections in February 2019;
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois
(for himself, Mr. RUSH, Mr.
GUTIERREZ, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr.
LIPINSKI, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mrs. BUSTOS, and Mr.
FOSTER):

H. Res. 1171. A resolution expressing the
condolences of the House of Representatives
and honoring the memory of the victims of
the shooting at Mercy Hospital and Medical
Center in Chicago, Illinois, on November 19,
2018; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. BARTON:

H.R. 7217.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the United
States Constitution.

By Mr. GONZALEZ of Texas:

H.R. 7218.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises’’ in order
to ‘“‘provide for the . . . general Welfare of
the United States.”

By Ms. LOFGREN:

H.R. 7219.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution, which gives Congress the
power ‘‘to regulate commerce with foreign
nations, and among the several states, and
with the Indian tribes.”

By Mr. MCEACHIN:

H.R. 7220.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. PETERS:

H.R. 7221.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8.

By Mr. POE of Texas:

H.R. 7222.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

United States Constitution Article I Sec-
tion 8

By Mr. SCHRADER:

H.R. 7223.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clause 3 of the United States Constitution.

By Mr. SOTO:

H.R. 7224.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution.
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By Mr. SOTO:

H.R. 7225.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. TIPTON:

H.R. 7226.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2: The Con-
gress shall have Power to dispose of and
make all needful Rules and Regulations re-
specting the Territory or other Property be-
longing to the United States.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 676: Ms. JONES of Michigan.

H.R. 771: Mr. DEFAZIO and Mr. SHERMAN.

H.R. 846: Mr. GIANFORTE.

H.R. 866: Mr. FASO.

H.R. 919: Ms. CLARKE of New York.

H.R. 1205: Mr. BYRNE.

H.R. 1380: Mr. SIMPSON.

H.R. 1617: Mr. KIND.

H.R. 3549: Miss RICE of New York.

H.R. 3592: Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 3757: Mrs. CAROLYN
New York.

H.R. 4107: Mrs. LOVE, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, and
Mr. HUNTER.

H.R. 4256: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 4691: Ms. SPEIER, Ms. HANABUSA, Ms.
MATSUI, and Ms. DELAURO.

H.R. 4734: Ms. WILSON of Florida.

H.R. 4912: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 5060: Mr. CARSON of Indiana.

H.R. 5609: Ms. JONES of Michigan.

H.R. 5911: Ms. MENG and Ms. ROSEN.

H.R. 5945: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.

H.R. 6016: Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. RYAN of
Ohio, and Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

H.R. 6392: Mr. FASO.

B. MALONEY of
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H.R. 6502: Mr. KILMER and Ms. CLARKE of
New York.

H.R. 6524:

H.R. 6545:

H.R. 6609:

H.R. 6791:

H.R. 6850:

H.R. 6927: Mr. SIMPSON.

H.R. 6953: Ms. CASTOR of Florida.

H.R. 6959: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska and Mr.
THOMPSON of California.

H.R. 6982: Mr. KIND.

H.R. 6987: Mr. CARSON of Indiana.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

SMUCKER.

LIPINSKI and Mr. MORELLE.
FAso and Mr. ENGEL.
FAso.

EMMER.

H.R. 7030: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Mr. GRI-
JALVA.
H.R. 7052: Mrs. DINGELL.

. 7055:
. 7115:
. 7137
. 7146
. 7173:
. 7195:

. MCGOVERN and Mr. FASO.

. GRIJALVA.

. NADLER.

. HASTINGS and Mr. GRIJALVA.
. ESHOO.

. JACKSON LEE.

. 7204: . HUFFMAN.

H.R. 7207: Mr. MEADOWS and Mr. DUNCAN of
South Carolina.

H. Res. 1031: Mr. FOSTER, Mrs. MURPHY of
Florida, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. CORREA,
Mr. PANETTA, Mrs. BusTOS, and Mr. CON-
NOLLY.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

126. The SPEAKER presented a petition of
Mr. Gregory D. Watson, a citizen of Austin,
TX, relative to requesting that Congress
enact legislation which would clarify exist-
ing Federal law so that a Foreigner who
seeks Asylum in the United States may not
be granted such Asylum if that Alien entered
the United States at a location other than a
designated port of entry or has been con-
victed of violating any law of the United
States or that of any particular state; which
was referred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable DEAN
HELLER, a Senator from the State of
Nevada.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by Dr.
Tommy Middleton, director of the Bap-
tist Association of Greater Baton
Rouge, from Baton Rouge, LA.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Good morning. Let’s pray.

Father, we are grateful for this life
and health and strength that You have
given us so that we may serve You and
serve others, so thankful for Your hand
of blessing and favor that is rested
upon this Nation. And, O God, may
that continue.

So, Lord, we pray for these Senators,
that, Lord, You would give them wis-
dom in the decisions they make and
the crafting of legislation; Lord, that
You would give them compassion as
they deal with others—fellow Senators,
legislators, elected officials, constitu-
ents; and that You would give them
courage to make decisions based upon
truth. Although there might be opposi-
tion, Lord, may they stay people of
truth. Father, I do pray that You give
them discernment so that in the delib-
erations they make, they will judge a
righteous judgment.

Finally, O Lord, that we would walk
in humility, realizing that the deci-
sions we make, the course of our walk,
our actions in our lives will be judged
by those who have elected us here, but
more than that, we will be judged by
You, Almighty God.

Lord, we pray, we desire, we seek
Your help, and, as Your Word says, our
help is in the Name of the Lord, the
maker of Heaven and Earth, and in
that Name, the Name of the Lord Jesus
Christ, I pray. Amen.

Senate

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, December 6, 2018.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable DEAN HELLER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform
the duties of the Chair.

ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.

Mr. HELLER thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Louisiana.

———

WELCOMING DR. TOMMY
MIDDLETON

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak to my friend, Dr.
Tommy Middleton, the executive direc-
tor of the Baptist Association of Great-
er Baton Rouge, who just opened us in
prayer.

Dr. Middleton oversees 100 churches
and missions, which include services in
6 languages—Chinese, Burmese, Viet-
namese, Filipino, Korean, and Spanish.
I should say seven—also English. The
ministries include the New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary Exten-
sion in Baton Rouge; student work at
the Baptist Collegiate Ministries of
Louisiana State University and South-
ern University; camp ministries at the

Judson Baptist Retreat Center; prison
ministries in four State prisons and six
local parish jails; governmental inter-
face on the local, State, and Federal
levels; ministry to the seamen through
the Seafarers Ministries; church plant-
ing regionally; and international mis-
sions in 16 different countries in which
he has been personally involved. I will
add one more: bringing relief to vic-
tims of natural disasters across our
country.

Overall, Dr. Middleton has spread the
good news of the Gospel for nearly 50
years. It was my honor to invite Dr.
Middleton to open the U.S. Senate in
prayer this morning. We have all been
blessed.

I yield back.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

THANKING STAFF

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have a number of important topics to
discuss this morning, but first and
foremost, I want to personally thank
everyone in this building who gave so
much of their own time and energy to
facilitate the rituals that filled this
Capitol for the last several days.

From the moment that news of Presi-
dent Bush’s passing was made public,
intricate plans were set in motion in
both the House and Senate to arrange a
public tribute worthy of a national
treasure and a rare patriot like George
Bush. Needless to say, the entire con-
gressional family should be proud of
the result.

As our 41st President lay in state ear-
lier this week, the Bush family, world
leaders, and tens of thousands of Amer-
icans were welcomed to the Capitol to
pay their respects. I know my col-
leagues will join me in thanking the
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great many people who helped make
such a beautiful remembrance possible:
to the staff of the Architect of the Cap-
itol, all the offices under the Sergeant
at Arms, the Secretary of the Senate
and her team, and the Press Gallery; to
the volunteers from my own staff and
from other congressional offices who
freely gave their time; to the staff of
the Capitol Visitor Center who ensured
that tens of thousands of people could
share this experience; to the men and
women of the Capitol Police who watch
over us all; to the U.S. military, the
envy of the world. Special thanks to
Stef Muchow, my director of oper-
ations, who played such a tireless role
in conducting this orchestra, going
back through the entire weekend lead-
ing up to Monday, and to so many oth-
ers who worked through the weekend
and around the clock to help the legis-
lative branch coordinate a dignified
sendoff befitting this remarkable man
whom we honor. I thank you, and the
Nation thanks you.

——
NOMINATIONS OF BERNARD L.
MCNAMEE AND KATHLEEN

LAURA KRANINGER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
an entirely different matter, the Sen-
ate voted yesterday to advance the
nomination of Bernard McNamee to
serve on the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission. Today, we will
vote on his confirmation. I encourage
every one of my colleagues to join me
in supporting this abundantly well-
qualified nominee.

After Mr. McNamee, we will continue
moving ahead with the personnel busi-
ness. We will vote on the confirmation
of Kathleen Kraninger to lead the Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion. Ms. Kraninger brings a wealth of
experience to an Agency in need of a
renewed, consumer-focused mission. I
urge each of my colleagues to join me
in voting to get her started in this im-
portant work.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, on
another matter, for 8 years, President
Obama landed blow after blow in his
War on Coal. As we all know, it wasn’t
just the coal companies that endured
the pain; hard-working families—many
who live in economically distressed
communities that relied on mining
jobs—became the casualties of this ide-
ological agenda. In my State of Ken-
tucky, for example, those policies in-
flicted serious damage that is still
being felt years later.

That is why I was so grateful to hear
that later today, the Trump adminis-
tration will begin the process to undo
and replace another Obama anti-coal
regulation. Throughout the Obama ad-
ministration, my Republican col-
leagues and I did everything we could
to stop this assault on vulnerable com-
munities. Where this particular rule is
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concerned, I personally led the charge,
including as the lead sponsor of a reso-
lution to cancel it altogether.

Republicans knew these policies
would stymie American competitive-
ness and do little to actually help the
environment. Despite our best efforts,
President Obama’s EPA worked over-
time to shutter existing coal plants
and, with this rule in particular, stop
new ones from being built. It was the
fulfillment of one of his most troubling
campaign promises, which many of us
in coal country remember very well.
Here is what he said:

If somebody wants to build a coal-fired
power plant, they can. It’s just that it will
bankrupt them.

When we blocked the legislation he
originally pitched, President Obama
chose to go it alone and try to imple-
ment aggressive regulations, often
bending the rule of law in the process.
When we used the tools available to us
to bring relief to American families, we
were met each time with vetoes. But
everything changed when the American
people elected President Trump. We
have worked hand in hand to end the
War on Coal and to bring relief.

Earlier this year, the President un-
veiled his plan to dismantle the so-
called Clean Power Plan, a policy de-
signed to shut down nearly every ac-
tive coal plant. Now President Trump’s
EPA is also targeting another regula-
tion that would have made it nearly
impossible to build any new plants in
the future. This is a crucial step to-
ward undoing the damage and putting
coal back on a level playing field.

On behalf of coal families throughout
Kentucky, I applaud the Trump admin-
istration. This runaway regulation
needs to be rolled back and replaced
with a more reasonable and achievable
set of standards. Coal deserves a level
playing field, and that is what this
White House is trying to accomplish. I
look forward to reviewing the proposal
in the coming days and continuing to
work with President Trump on this
critical issue.

————

TRIBUTE TO BOB CORKER

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
is that time at the end of a Congress
when inevitably some of our Members
go on to something else and leave this
body. I want to take this opportunity
this morning to pay tribute to another
distinguished Member of the Senate
who is leaving us at the end of this
year.

Senator BOB CORKER is one of the
most hard-working and, frankly, re-
lentless Members of this body. He is a
builder by trade and a fixer by nature.
Senator CORKER is always a man on a
mission. Our distinguished colleague
hails from a State with a long history
of impressive Senators. Tennesseans
such as Howard Baker, Al Gore, Bill
Frist, and, of course, our colleague
LAMAR ALEXANDER all developed na-
tional reputations as leaders. But after
12 years of working with Bob, I could
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not feel more comfortable saying that
he himself will now become a part of
that great Tennessee legacy. He has
met that high bar, and he set it high
himself.

No sooner could any Senator turn his
or her attention to some important but
stalled initiative—some dead-end nego-
tiation, some thorny mnational prob-
lem—then you would see BOB CORKER
diving into the fray and attacking the
problem with everything he had.

The limitless work ethic, the entre-
preneurial drive—these things have de-
fined BOB CORKER since long before he
was sworn in as a Senator. He started
working odd jobs at age 13. At 25, he
had saved up enough money to cofound
his own construction company—25
years old—and strike out for himself.
That firm grew from an $8,000 lark into
a major operation that spanned more
than a dozen States.

Bob was a natural. He was constantly
sniffing out opportunities and tackling
them with vigor. Along the way, he
picked up what some close to him now
joke is an addiction to the feeling of a
closing handshake—that sign that
needs were met, a deal was done, and
both parties would walk away happy.

The term ‘‘workaholic’> might be
putting it mildly. I am told that after
one particularly hairy negotiation
ended in success, Bob exclaimed, “I’d
sell it back to him—if I could turn
around and buy it again!”’

Unlike many of his colleagues, Bob
did not necessarily always aspire to
public service.

In fact, it took a direct appeal to his
builder’s instincts to set this political
career in motion.

Bob saw a message in a church bul-
letin. They needed volunteers with con-
struction experience to help a mission
in Haiti. Bob went along, along with
his father, and he came back with the
drive to keep doing real good for real
people.

That conviction eventually took him
to city hall in Chattanooga, where peo-
ple still talk about the transformative
wave of education reform, economic de-
velopment, and public improvements
that was unleashed during his time as
mayor.

Tennesseans liked what they saw.
They decided the next chapters of BOB
CORKER’s serial success story should be
written right here on their behalf in
the U.S. Senate.

So if I even tried to relate a com-
prehensive catalog of everything BOB
CORKER has gotten accomplished in the
Senate, this speech would be our last
act of business before New Year’s, but a
few highlights stand out especially.

It was early in Senator CORKER’s first
term when the financial crisis threw
our economy into chaos, but this fired-
up freshman immediately started
working with committee chairs and
new friends across the aisle. He became
a pivotal player, putting his private
sector acumen to great use in helping
craft policies to begin restoring sta-
bility.
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He has been a leading voice on hous-
ing reform, of course, and the combina-
tion of his background with his post on
the Foreign Relations Committee has
led to some unique BOB CORKER accom-
plishments. Just this year, he has been
hard at work on the BUILD Act to
overhaul how America makes loans to
new projects in the developing world.

He was also a key champion of the
electrify Africa bill that became law in
2016, laying groundwork for a more sta-
ble power grid across that continent.

There are also other subtler ways he
has remained the consummate busi-
nessman. Tennesseans know that many
of the good things their junior Senator
has achieved for his home State didn’t
even involve legislation. Every bit the
former mayor, BOB has continued to
hustle to convince every new job and
new investment in sight why his home
State is the place for them—phone call
by phone call, meeting by meeting.

So the Senate is preparing to say
goodbye to one of our most energetic
and accomplished Members. We will
miss his enthusiasm and his expertise,
but we will also miss his famous gen-
erosity and the great kindness every-
one close to BOB jumps at the chance
to describe.

He is thoughtful to those he knows
well and to those he has just met. I
have it on good authority that on at
least one occasion, BOB met a prom-
ising young man working in a checkout
line and signed him up right there on
the spot for a job interview with his
chief of staff.

Most recently, we know BOB CORKER
as the brilliant chairman of the For-
eign Relations Committee. He has trav-
eled constantly. He has engaged issues
around the world with an enormous de-
gree of skill and capacity. He is a pow-
erful voice for American interests and
those of our allies and a forceful, influ-
ential thorn in the side of those who
might wish us harm.

He has also used that position to
champion vulnerable people around the
world. His spearheading of the End
Modern Slavery Initiative Act, focus-
ing resources and attention on a hu-
manitarian crisis affecting literally
millions, will be a core piece of that
legacy.

I know BOB prides himself on bring-
ing more regular order back to the
committee and getting it back to ba-
sics—legislation, treaties. Under his
leadership, the committee passed the
first authorization bill for the State
Department—listen to this—in 14
years.

Predictably, that BoB CORKER work
ethic is on full display when he is trav-
eling the world on our Nation’s behalf.
I hear that when BOB was leading a trip
to Israel and Palestine a few years ago,
he heard about smuggling tunnels be-
tween Egypt and Gaza and decided to
g0 see them himself.

So the way I heard it, he arranged for
ground transportation to Gaza, exam-
ined the system, and was back in Tel
Aviv later that day to discuss the situ-
ation with Prime Minister Netanyahu.
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I will admit, though, that I am plen-
ty excited to see what this hugely ac-
complished individual will get into
next, and there is plenty of talk about
what mission is next in the queue.

I have heard his name is in the hat
for an opportunity envied by many in
this Chamber, and that is the chance to
spend a lot more time with family. I
am sure Elizabeth and the family will
oblige with a smooth confirmation
process.

I have to admit, whatever comes
next, I really doubt we will be able to
call it a retirement in any ordinary
sense of the word. You see, I have
heard what happens when BOB CORKER
tries to relax.

Apparently, there was one summer
when he endeavored to take up water-
skiing. You know-—nice, lazy days;
soak in the sunshine. Well, that didn’t
last very long. BOB went all in. He
practiced and practiced and kept at it
all summer, and soon he was a master-
ful but somewhat exhausted and
burned-out water-skier. Once the chal-
lenge was gone, on to the next thing,
on to the next deal, on to the next con-
struction project.

So, BoB, we will miss you a lot. The
Senate and the great State of Ten-
nessee will miss your service, but we
just simply can’t wait to see what you
build next.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Tennessee.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak as if
in morning business.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———
TRIBUTE TO BOB CORKER

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, let
me begin where the majority leader
stopped.

It is a true story about the tunnels.
Senator CORKER was curious about
smuggling supplies from Egypt to
Gaza. Others of us might have asked
somebody about that—not BoB CORKER.
He hailed a Jeep, rode to the border, in-
spected the tunnels, took photographs,
and as the majority leader said, when
he met with Benjamin Netanyahu that
afternoon, showed him the photo-
graphs. Netanyahu was startled. The
Prime Minister of Israel might have
been surprised by BOB CORKER’S con-
duct, but none of us who knew BOB
CORKER were surprised.

As Senator MCCONNELL said, BOB
CORKER is always a man on a mission,
with little regard for the obstacles in
the way.

In 1978, age 25, he had saved about
$6,000, and he started a construction
company. A friend of mine in Mary-
ville, my hometown, worked for him as
he built a shopping center in Blount
County. My friend said: I always knew
that that CORKER was going to amount
to something.

After his experience in Haiti that
Senator MCCONNELL discussed, he also
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began to apply his skills of construc-
tion to help find decent homes for near-
1y 10,000 people in Chattanooga.

I met BoB CORKER 25 years ago. It
was 1993. His friend Jimmy Haslam,
who was his roommate at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, called me and said
he had this friend who was thinking
about public service, and he wondered
if T would talk to him. Jimmy Haslam
is today the owner of the Cleveland
Browns. When they first knew each
other, I believe, according to CORKER,
they spent a lot of their time sitting on
the roof of the fraternity house at the
University of Tennessee drinking beer.

Nevertheless, BOB CORKER and I
walked up and down the beach at Hil-
ton Head, SC, for what must have been
an hour and a half. In his typical BoB
CORKER way, he was weighing both
sides—all sides—of the issue. Should I
run for the U.S. Senate? Should I run
for Governor of Tennessee—which
might be better suited to somebody
with his executive background.

He ran for the U.S. Senate in 1994,
which would have been a very good
year for a Republican to do that, with
one exception. He had a primary, and
he was defeated by Bill Frist, a doctor
who had never before been involved in
politics. Some people said it really
amounted to Frist—for these two rook-
ies who were running against each
other in a primary—Frist just spent
more of his money to beat CORKER than
CORKER spent of his to beat Frist. In
any event, Frist came here and even
served as the majority leader of the
U.S. Senate.

Of course, that didn’t slow BOB down
more than about 10 minutes. The new
Governor of Tennessee, Don Sundquist,
invited him to become, in effect, the
chief operating officer of our State
government.

There, we saw the first indications of
diplomacy that we now see today in his
work around the world. He began to
work with the Democratic mayor of
Nashville, whom Governor Sundquist
had just defeated in the Governor’s
race, and together they brought the Ti-
tans to Nashville and to Tennessee—
which, by the way, play the Jaguars to-
night at 7:20.

BOB earned so much respect from the
Democratic legislature that existed
then that they tried to persuade him to
run for Governor as a Democrat, but he
said no, and he returned to Chat-
tanooga and jumped back into busi-
ness. Real estate companies were what
he became involved in, and then he be-
came the mayor of Chattanooga in
2000.

Now, he would be the first to tell you
that Chattanooga was already on a
roll, that a lot of people had a lot to do
with Chattanooga’s success, but every-
body else will tell you he was the best,
fastest runner to have on the last stage
of the relay team because he took what
was already beginning to happen in
Chattanooga and put it into high gear,
lay the groundwork for what eventu-
ally attracted Volkswagen to put its
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North American manufacturing plant
there and to have the country gen-
erally regard Chattanooga as one of the
most, if not the most, desirable,
midsized cities in America. He was
enormously successful as a mayor.

Then, in 2006, the man who had de-
feated him in his Senate race 12 years
earlier, decided to retire from the Sen-
ate, and Bill Frist persuaded BOB
CORKER to run for his seat. Maybe Bill
Frist didn’t tell BoB the whole story.
That was a tough year for Republican
candidates, and it was a different race.
It was the closest race in our State’s
history for the U.S. Senate, and BOB
nearly lost it, but he did something
that almost no one would do, whether
they are a politician or an executive.

Six or eight weeks before the elec-
tion, he understood he was about to
lose it, and he completely changed
what he was doing. He moved his cam-
paign headquarters to Nashville; he
hired a new team; and he began to tell
the story of who BOB CORKER really is,
instead of some Washington ad man’s
version of it, and so we began to learn
about his interest in Haiti and about
the 10,000 people whose homes he had
helped find in Chattanooga and about
his work to restore that city and to
lead our State and recruit the Titans.
People liked that. He was elected. He
had the privilege of being the presi-
dent, the secretary, and the treasurer
of the freshman Republican Senate
class that was sworn in, in 2007. He was
the only one.

When BOB first came here, the truth
is, at first he was bouncing off the
walls. He was a lot like many execu-
tives who come to this body and find it
a very unusual place to be and to work.
That didn’t last very long. As the ma-
jority leader said, he jumped in right
away.

Without repeating all of those things,
there was the financial crisis, there
were the problems with the auto indus-
try. I would think BOB probably
learned as much about General Motors
as the General Motors board of direc-
tors knew, and he showed that as he
worked with them. He was unafraid to
talk to the managers or to the union
about what needed to be done.

He became really focused on the Fed-
eral debt of this country and seeing it
as our biggest challenge, and I don’t
think there is anyone in this body,
over the last 12 years, who has been
more consistent in trying to point out
what the real problem is—the entitle-
ments. He even came up with a plan
and introduced a bill to deal with it.
The only problem is, he and I are the
only two cosponsors of that bill. So as
he leaves, that is a problem he high-
lighted, but we still have to work on.

He thought about not running for a
second term. He was discouraged, to
some degree, about how the place
works, but he had already accom-
plished so much that he decided to do
it, and so he continued his habits of
being up early, reading everything he
could get his hands on, calling every-
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body he could think of, traveling to 70
countries, worrying about issues and
saying what he thought—always trying
to do it in a bipartisan way because he
understood that is how you get results,
and he wanted results.

BoB CORKER voted with the majority
of Republican Senators 85 percent of
the time, but he always has been a con-
servative who prizes results over
speeches. In 2015, he became chairman
of the Foreign Relations Committee
and began to deal with the issues Sen-
ator MCCONNELL mentioned—Iran, sex
trafficking, and others. His tough-
minded pragmatism and grasp of eco-
nomics has restored prestige to the
Foreign Relations Committee. His
skills are reminiscent of the skills of
the man we honor this week and the
team of George H.W. Bush and what he
was able to accomplish in foreign pol-
icy.

When Time magazine picked him in
2015 as one of the world’s 100 most in-
fluential leaders, I wrote about that in-
cident at the border of Gaza and I said
this at the time: ‘“If BoB CORKER is not
President of the United States himself,
he is an obvious choice for Secretary of
State or for the Treasury,” which is ex-
actly what happened when President
Trump was running and was elected in
2016. He considered Senator CORKER for
Vice President, then for Secretary of
State, and, more recently, for Ambas-
sador to Australia. Of course, over this
time, Senator CORKER has dem-
onstrated with President Trump the
same thing he did with President
Obama—that he was not afraid to work
with him and he was not afraid to chal-
lenge him.

This produced some sparks. I have
told both President Trump and Senator
CORKER that they shouldn’t worry
about those sparks very much because
that is just the way developers and
contractors talk to each other. I know
both men well enough to know that
deep down there is a lot of mutual re-
spect between the two of them.

For me, these 12 years of working
with BoB CORKER have been a joy. It is
well known that Senators—especially
Senators from the same State, espe-
cially Senators of the same political
party—don’t always get along well
with each other. This is a body that op-
erates by unanimous consent. This is a
body where relationships matter. BoB
CORKER and I have followed the old rule
that Senator Howard Baker and Sen-
ator Robert Byrd followed: I won’t sur-
prise you if you won’t surprise me. We
not only didn’t surprise each other, but
we looked out for each other. We re-
spected each other’s work, even though
we didn’t always agree. Our staffers
saw that. So they worked the same
way, and I am convinced the people of
Tennessee were the beneficiaries of
that, because when they approached
the Corker staff and the Alexander
staff or either one of us, I think they
found that one plus one equals three,
not two, and that the people for whom
we work are the beneficiaries.
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Peyton Manning once said that he
hoped BoB CORKER would serve in the
United States until he was 100 years
old. I think that was really to get peo-
ple to quit asking Peyton Manning to
run for the U.S. Senate, because he
knew better than to get involved.
While I am looking forward to working
with MARSHA BLACKBURN, who is BOB
CORKER’s successor, I have to admit
that I agree with Peyton Manning.

BoB CORKER has done as a U.S. Sen-
ator what every Tennessean and every
American should hope a U.S. Senator
should do. He has gotten up early, de-
termined to find some way to make the
country a little better, read everything
he could find, talked to everybody he
could find on the telephone—anybody
he thought knew anything about an
issue he cared about—and jumped into
it with both feet, saying exactly what
he thought was the right thing to do
for the country and usually coming out
with a result that did just that.

It has been a privilege to serve with
him and to know better Elizabeth and
their wonderful family. I look forward
to watching what has to be one of the
best upcoming shows in town, which
will be whatever BOoB CORKER decides to
do next.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). The Senator from Dela-
ware.

Mr. COONS. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection.

Mr. COONS. Madam President, I am
honored to have the opportunity to
join my colleagues and rise today to
speak in tribute to my friend Senator
BoB CORKER and in recognition of his
remarkable service to our Nation here
in the Senate of the United States.
Senator CORKER and his staff have left
an astonishing legacy of tireless en-
ergy, engagement, and productivity,
and I am thrilled to have a few minutes
to follow on the comments of the ma-
jority leader and the senior Senator
from his home State of Tennessee.

When I first came here as a freshman
in 2010, I partnered with Senator JOE
MANCHIN, who was elected at the same
time as I was in a special election. We
decided that the first thing we had to
do was to go to Afghanistan and see
our troops in harm’s way. Having never
been a Senator before, I had no idea
how one went about getting to Afghan-
istan, but Senator MANCHIN assured me
he had it under control and it was all
going to be just fine.

Just a few weeks later, I ended up on
an airplane with two Senators I had
never heard of—BERNIE SANDERS of
Vermont and BoB CORKER of Tennessee.
Maybe I had heard of them, but I cer-
tainly had never met them and knew
little about them.

As we all got engaged in this trip—we
went to Pakistan and Afghanistan—I
learned more and more about BOB
CORKER. You just heard it, but I will
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repeat it. Possessing a fierce work
ethic, incredible intellect, and a deter-
mination to get things done, Mr.
CORKER is a builder who reaches across
the aisle, extends his hand, and doesn’t
relent until there is a deal done. I can’t
think of a more frustrating place to try
and bring that attitude than Afghani-
stan. We were there at a time when our
own law enforcement had just informed
us that then-President Hamid Karzai’s
half-brother had stolen nearly a half
billion dollars from the American tax-
payers. Chairman CORKER unleashed on
the President of Afghanistan with a fo-
cused communication that I will not
soon forget, and that left me looking
around to make sure there were folks
from our side in the room.

He was respectful and supportive of
our men and women of the Armed
Forces. He was engaged and purposeful
with the leaders of Afghanistan. In
every single meeting we had in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan and then in the
follow-on in Jordan and Israel, BOB was
a blizzard of activity with purpose.
What an introduction that was.

What I realized on our trip is that my
background as a county executive who
did a lot in land use and development
and BOB’s background as an entre-
preneur and a builder and then a mayor
and someone passionate about pro-
viding housing to those in need meant
that we had a lot in common. He has an
attitude of wanting to get a lot of
things done and refusing to be satisfied
with a body where folks talk too much
and accomplish too little. So from that
first trip, I concluded Senator CORKER
was someone with whom I could really
get things done.

He is the sort of person who has been
willing at times to put Nation above
party and to be always committed to
his home State of Tennessee.

I do want to make sure I also say
thank you to his wife Elizabeth and to
his daughters, Emily and Julia, and his
family, including his grandchildren,
who have supported him in this service.

His dozen years in the Senate has left
a lasting legacy, and that is only be-
cause he has a family who has loved
and supported him even as he has trav-
eled relentlessly around the world and
worked tirelessly to tackle our budget
issues. As a builder, an entrepreneur,
and successful businessman, BOB can
read a balance sheet, and he knows
that ours is badly out of whack. As a
member of the Budget Committee in
my first few years here, he was relent-
less at delivering a message to anyone
who was here that we were headed to-
ward a reckoning. That is a piece of un-
finished business that I feel some obli-
gation to try and carry forward in Mr.
CORKER’s honor.

As you heard his colleagues say,
though, it was at moments of BOB’s
tireless, relentless energy and his de-
termination to build things and get
things done that he encountered the
tragic realities of the world that most
moved him. A trip to Haiti opened his
eyes to the profound need for housing
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in this region of the world. Much later,
a trip to the Philippines to see the
tragedy of young women ensnared by
sex traffickers profoundly touched him
and moved him. It is this combination
of a relentless will, great intellect, and
a huge heart that has made Senator
CORKER—Chairman CORKER—such a
successful leader here.

Whether meeting with world leaders,
fighting to solve budget issues, or
chairing the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, there is universal agree-
ment about his passion, his character,
and his integrity. That is because he
genuinely listens to people, asks them
thoughtful, sometimes tough, very fo-
cused questions, and then gets moving
toward solving a problem.

I asked for a review of the bills that
we have worked on, and it is longer
than the time I have allotted. So let
me just give a few highlights. One of
the issues that bears mentioning is
that in a deeply divided, often too par-
tisan Congress, where too few Members
are willing to work across the aisle to
achieve results, my work on legislation
with Chairman CORKER has led to most
of the things that I can say with con-
fidence have made a difference in my
short 8 years here.

We recently worked together to reau-
thorize PEPFAR, President George W.
Bush’s emergency program for AIDS
relief, in just September of this year.
We worked together—this is really
Senator CORKER’s issue and his leader-
ship—to pass the End Modern Slavery
Initiative Act, a critical step in fight-
ing the scourge of slavery around the
world today. We worked to pass the
Global Food Security Act, which au-
thorized USAID’s Emergency Food Se-
curity Program, and we worked tire-
lessly—work I intend to continue—to
make our food aid more efficient and
focused.

There is the Water for the World Act,
which promotes safe, clean drinking
water for a billion people around the
world and was signed into law in 2014.

Most recently, there was a bill we
spent a great deal of time on and where
his staff was particularly effective, the
BUILD Act, which will deploy $60 bil-
lion of American private capital
around the world, at no cost to Amer-
ican taxpayers, in a way that meets
the challenges we face from China, in-
vesting everywhere in the world. It al-
lows us to step up the skills and
strength of our private sector to help
build and meet the needs of a growing
world. Working to implement the
BUILD Act and to execute on BOB’s vi-
sion will be one of the things I will
tend to this coming year, as well as
making sure that the Electrify Africa
Act, which we worked on together, is
implemented this coming year, and
this will be something I look forward
to doing.

Working on making sure that the
End Modern Slavery Initiative Act is
carried forward this coming Congress is
something I look forward to.

What I will deeply miss is time with
Senator CORKER. It was at Easter time
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last year that he asked me on short no-
tice if I thought we should go to the
fastest growing refugee camp in the
world, Bidi Bidi, in Uganda, where
more than a quarter-million people
were living after fleeing war-torn
South Sudan. I went to my wife and
said: I sort of planned a quiet weekend
at home this year, what do you think?
She said: There is no better place on
Earth you can be than with BOB
CORKER. She and I both have been im-
pressed with his tireless commitment
to making a difference in the world,
and the impact of that trip on both of
us—of spending that weekend not in
the comfort or quiet of our own homes
in our home States but with people
who had just fled violence, torture,
rape, and abuse, and to provide some
measure of comfort and confidence to
them and to gain insight into how we
are helping around the world—touched
my heart and will affect the whole rest
of my service and my life.

Let me just say this in closing. We
have had a remarkable time serving to-
gether in Foreign Relations. Chairman
CORKER has shown us how Members of
this body should act. We have real dif-
ferences. He is a conservative Repub-
lican. He is of the opposite party. He
comes to things with different prin-
ciples. But he has been relentless in
finding solutions, and the problems
that face us will not be solved without
leaders like Chairman CORKER.

It has been my honor to have the op-
portunity to work with him on a few
issues. Frankly, I wish more Members
were here to talk about all the other
issues—from financial services to the
auto industry to things around the
world—that I know are pressing busi-
ness in this short lameduck session.

Let me say this. I am eager to see
what Chairman CORKER does next, be-
cause his relentless energy, huge heart,
and great intellect have made such a
lasting difference here. I am eager to
find out what he is determined to build
next. There is nothing to which he has
bent his will toward that hasn’t been
shaped by his character, his integrity,
and his kindness.

It has been a true blessing, Mr.
CORKER, to serve alongside you and, in
some small way, to try to earn the op-
portunity to make a difference in this
country and in this world with you.
Thank you and thank you for your
service to our Nation.

With that, Madam President, I yield
the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.
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FUNDING THE GOVERNMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
later today, the House is poised to send
us a 2-week continuing resolution,
which will give us time to hash out the
remainder of the appropriations proc-
ess this year. I expect it will pass this
Chamber later this afternoon. Presi-
dent Trump and my Republican col-
leagues now have to decide what they
want to do after those 2 weeks are up
and, hopefully, even sooner.

As everybody knows, Democrats have
offered to pass the bipartisan DHS ap-
propriations bill agreed to 6 months
ago, which includes $1.6 billion for bor-
der security. There has been some con-
fusion about that figure.

Let me be clear. The $1.6 billion can-
not be used to construct any part of
President Trump’s 30-foot-tall, con-
crete border wall. It can be used only
for fencing, using technology currently
deployed at the border, only where the
experts say fencing is appropriate and
makes sense as a security feature.

This is something Democrats have al-
ways been for: smart, effective, appro-
priate border security. This is so good
that every Republican appropriator
signed off on that bill a few months
ago, including Senator MCCONNELL,
Senator SHELBY, Senator RUBIO, and
Senator GRAHAM. They were all for it.

This is a bipartisan compromise pro-
posal. If they can’t go for the proposal
that they signed off on and negotiated
because President Trump is pounding
the table in an irrational way, there is
a second option. Democrats have also
offered to pass the six bipartisan appro-
priations bills and a continuing resolu-
tion for the Department of Homeland
Security. This continuing resolution
doesn’t resolve this issue but continues
to fund the Homeland Security Depart-
ment. We think that continuing resolu-
tion should be for a year.

Both options would receive 60 votes
in the Senate, would pass in the House,
and would get us home in time for the
Christmas holiday, which I know many
people want to do. I have heard that
from many of my Republican friends.

As I said, either option would keep
the government funded over Christmas.
We don’t want to see the government
shut down over Christmas, even though
President Trump seems to brag that he
wants one. The one and only way we
approach a shutdown is if President
Trump refuses both of our proposals
and demands $5 billion or more for a
border wall.

The wall request is a nonstarter for
many reasons. Here are three:

First, when President Trump pro-
posed this as a candidate, he said: I
will have Mexico pay for that wall.
Mark my words.”” The idea that the
American taxpayer now has to foot the
bill doesn’t make sense.

Second, there is no plan for the wall.
They haven’t said where they want to
build it or how high it is. Let me make
clear that I don’t like any wall, but
how can you spend $5 billion when
there is no plan? It shows that this is
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sort of political fodder for President
Trump. It appeals to his base, but he
doesn’t even care that much that his
whole government, his whole adminis-
tration has not submitted any specific
plans.

Third, last year we put $1.345 billion
into Homeland Security for border se-
curity. Not a nickel of that has been
spent on a wall. It couldn’t be. The lan-
guage didn’t allow it. But virtually
none of it has been spent at all. They
still have that $1.34¢ billion they
haven’t even spent the vast majority
of, and already they are demanding $5
billion more.

Some would say demanding $1.6 bil-
lion more is too much, but the idea
that they haven’t spent last year’s
money and they are demanding such a
huge amount this year makes no sense
at all. To ask the American taxpayer
to foot the bill for an unplanned, un-
necessary, ineffective border wall is
just preposterous.

We know why President Trump is
doing this, as he does so many things.
It is a throwaway idea to fire up his
base. I am ashamed that my Repub-
lican colleagues, who know better, are
going along.

If President Trump wants to throw a
temper tantrum and shut down the
government over Christmas over the
wall, that is his decision, but there are
two sensible options on the table to
avoid one. We do not want to let a
Trump temper tantrum govern our
policies or cause the shutdown of the
government, which everyone on both
sides of the aisle knows is the wrong
idea.

One final point: By letting the Presi-
dent’s demands get in the way, my Re-
publican colleagues are, in effect,
ceding Congress’s authority over the
appropriations process to the Presi-
dent. Leader MCCONNELL has repeat-
edly said that he wants regular order
on appropriations in the Senate. In
fact, that has been one of the few bi-
partisan high moments that this Sen-
ate has had.

Last year, we passed a good appro-
priations process and came together on
an omnibus. This year, we have funded
close to three-quarters of the govern-
ment already—bipartisan, passed by a
large majority. That is how it should
work. It should work the same way for
the Department of Homeland Security.
Regular order would dictate that the
Senate consider the bipartisan DHS ap-
propriations bill that has been passed
out of committee and been agreed to by
both parties here on the floor. In the
meantime, the six other bipartisan ap-
propriations bills that have also been
agreed to by both parties are being
held hostage over this unnecessarily,
to any objective observer.

If my friend Leader MCCONNELL is so
concerned about regular order, he
would bring up the remaining appro-
priations bills, as agreed to, for a vote.
He would tell President Trump that
the bipartisan conference bill, the bi-
partisan compromise—or a CR—is the
way to go to avoid a shutdown.
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NOMINATION OF BERNARD L. MCNAMEE

Madam President, on another mat-
ter, yesterday, all 49 Democrats voted
against considering the nomination of
Bernard McNamee to the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission, and that
was for good reason. McNamee has
spent the bulk of his career boosting
fossil fuels and slandering renewable
energy. His views are so anachronistic,
regressive, and counterfactual that I
am sure most of my Republican col-
leagues would not agree with him. He
has lied about how renewable energies
impact the electric grid. He has called
support for clean energy ‘‘organized
propaganda’ and has pitched the de-
bate between fossil fuels and renew-
ables, in his words, as a ‘‘clash between
liberty and tyranny.” My Republican
friends, these words sound absurd. You
would think I was making them up be-
cause it would so vilify Mr. McNamee,
but my Republican friends can see on
video every one of these statements
that he made.

At a time when our country is
plagued by wildfires and flooding, at a
time when more powerful storms and
hurricanes buffet our coasts, at a time
when average Americans are feeling
the devastating effects of climate
change right now, we should not ele-
vate someone so biased in favor of the
fossil fuels that caused these problems
in the first place.

We have a final vote today. Every
Democrat has voted no. We need one
Republican to switch to defeat this
awful nomination. I hope my col-
leagues will think about it.

Please, look up the record. Don’t just
listen to my speech. Just look at what
this man has said, and I think a good
number of you might want to vote no.

On the front page of the New York
Times this morning, there was a report
about how the emission of greenhouse
gases has actually accelerated in the
past few years. Climate change is going
to be a defining issue of our generation
and a defining issue in future elections.

The vote on McNamee clearly shows
the difference between the two parties
on the issue of climate change right
now. The Democrats believe we need to
address climate change with bold and
substantial action. We cannot wait
until a later day. We cannot keep ap-
proving folks like McNamee to influ-
ence energy policy. We need to act.
Meanwhile, too many of our Repub-
lican colleagues pretend the issue
doesn’t even exist, and that is sad.

I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Bernard L.
McNamee, of Virginia, to be a Member
of the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission for the remainder of the term
expiring June 30, 2020.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 12
noon will be equally divided between
the two leaders or their designees.

The Senator from Minnesota.

NOMINATION OF BERNARD L. MCNAMEE

Ms. SMITH. Madam President, I rise
to discuss the urgency of addressing
climate change. I will also address the
nomination of Mr. Bernard McNamee
to be a member of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, which we are
debating on the Senate floor today.

Recently, the Trump administration
released the latest installment of the
National Climate Assessment. This re-
port is the work of over 300 expert sci-
entists and 13 different government
agencies, including the Environmental
Protection Agency, the Department of
Energy, NASA, and others. The report
makes an urgent case for action by de-
tailing the extreme threat that is
posed to our Nation and to our world
by climate change.

The need for forward-looking envi-
ronmental and energy policies is obvi-
ous to anyone who reads this report,
and it is telling that this report was
mandated by a law signed by the late
George H. W. Bush in 1990—a President
whose life we came together to cele-
brate yesterday.

The Trump administration doesn’t
want to talk about the report’s find-
ings, but the problems of a changing
climate are already well known to us
in Minnesota. Our winters are milder
than they used to be. Rain patterns are
changing. We are now prone to long,
hot dry spells in the summer, but when
the rains do come, they are more in-
tense. Big storms used to be rare in
Minnesota, but now we suffer more
than almost anywhere else in the coun-
try from these climate-driven increases
in so-called mega-rain events. When it
rains 6 or 8 or even 10 inches all at
once, houses flood and fields flood. The
water can’t run off or soak into the soil
fast enough. As Minnesota’s Lieuten-
ant Governor and now as a Senator, I
have seen the consequences of these
storms.

Without action on climate change,
these problems are only going to get
worse. Even to those who have long ac-
cepted the scientific consensus on cli-
mate change, the new report makes for
a sobering read. The assessment tells
us that if greenhouse gas emissions
continue unabated, ‘‘the Midwest is
projected to have the largest increase
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in extreme temperature-related pre-
mature deaths.” By 2090, the Midwest
can expect 2,000 additional deaths a
year alone due to heat. That will be
more than in any other region in the
country.

We know that there are health con-
sequences to a warming climate and
also important impacts on our food
supply. Minnesota is a vital contrib-
utor to our world’s food supply. We
rank fourth in the country in corn pro-
duction, and corn is our No. 1 agricul-
tural commodity. In 2017, Minnesota
farmers produced $4.5 billion of corn on
8 million acres. This agricultural pro-
ductivity is threatened by climate
change. The problem going forward is
that corn doesn’t tolerate extreme
warm temperatures. Corn plants grow
best at approximately 80 degrees, and
above 95 degrees, reproductive failure
is a risk. U.S. corn yields per acre grew
60 percent from the 1980s to today. Be-
cause of warming temperatures, the
climate assessment warns that we risk
losing all of these productivity gains
by 2050.

A world with nearly 10 billion people
at midcentury is going to need Amer-
ican farmers to produce even more
than ever. Climate change threatens
our farmers’ ability to rise to that
challenge. This is why I agree with the
National Farmers Union, which says:

We can’t wait for technology to solve cli-
mate change. We must take action now.

We grow more than just corn in Min-
nesota. For example, the Anishinaabe
people in my State harvest the world’s
finest wild rice. The climate assess-
ment states: ‘‘Declines in production
are expected, related to increases in
climate extremes and climate-related
disease and pest outbreaks as well as
northward shifts of favorable growing
regions.” The loss of wild rice in Min-
nesota would be a cultural, ecological,
and economic tragedy.

The climate assessment also high-
lights the economic stakes. Climate
change threatens to reduce the size of
the U.S. economy by up to 10 percent
by the end of this century—a loss of
hundreds of billions of dollars per year.

In response to the extreme challenges
that we face from climate change, I see
two potential ways to respond.

First, the path offered by Mr.
McNamee would be that we do nothing
to acknowledge this problem.

As the Department of Energy’s dep-
uty general counsel, Mr. McNamee
pushed a dirty coal plant bailout that
would have cost American consumers
billions of dollars a year with there
being no discernible benefit to our en-
ergy system and a huge loss in our
fight against climate change. That is
why the proposal was rejected unani-
mously by the five FERC Commis-
sioners. Now Mr. McNamee is nomi-
nated to be one of those Commis-
sioners.

To avoid dealing with the climate
change problem, Mr. McNamee has—
like many in the Trump administra-
tion—decided that the first, best tactic
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is to deny there is even a problem. In
February of this year, Mr. McNamee
spoke at a policy orientation for legis-
lators in Texas. When he was asked
about how his son and other students
should react to being taught climate
science in schools, Mr. McNamee said:

Just deny it. I don’t care if you get an F.
I don’t care.

I reject Mr. McNamee’s head-in-the-
sand approach, which is a fundamen-
tally pessimistic approach to Amer-
ica’s ability to lead the fight against
climate change by leading the clean
energy revolution. I, by contrast, am
an optimist.

The thing about the clean energy
transition is that it is going to happen
with or without American leadership.
Between now and 2050, the world will
invest $11.5 trillion in building new
electric generators. Almost 9 in 10 of
those dollars will be spent on renew-
ables and other technologies with zero
carbon emissions.

The United States should lead the
way in developing, making, and deploy-
ing clean energy technology; however,
right now, China is leading the way.
China leads the way in renewable en-
ergy investments, and it spent $127 bil-
lion in 2017, which outspent the United
States by more than 3 to 1.

We know that Americans want to
step up. California and Hawaii have put
themselves on a path to 100-percent
clean energy by 2050. Just this week,
Xcel Energy, which is the largest util-
ity in my State, pledged to deliver 80
percent in carbon dioxide emission re-
ductions by 2030, with a goal of having
100-percent emissions-free electricity
by 2050.

States, companies, and individuals
can help lead the way, but that doesn’t
take the Federal Government off the
hook. We must pull together as a coun-
try. The scale of the challenge requires
national and international coordina-
tion and cooperation. The TUnited
States can lead, or we can be left be-
hind. We led the way during the fossil
fuel revolution, and we were rewarded
with world-leading prosperity. There is
a new revolution happening.

Mr. McNamee and President Trump
both believe that we can prosper by
doubling down on outdated thinking
regarding energy and climate, but they
are wrong.

I urge my colleagues to vote no on
this nominee. It is the duty of those of
us in Congress to push for a clear-eyed
but optimistic path forward and not to
let misguided ideology leave us stuck
in the past.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REMEMBERING GEORGE H. W. BUSH

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, over

the last few days, since the death of
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President George Herbert Walker Bush,
we have heard about his life and his
legacy. It has been, really, a celebra-
tion of a life well lived. It is hard to
imagine someone packing more into 94
years than George H. W. Bush packed
into his life. We heard about his time
in the Navy, when he volunteered after
Pearl Harbor, became a naval aviator,
was shot down, and was saved by a sub-
marine that popped up and rescued
him. We, of course, know about his de-
votion to public service, but we also
learned a lot more about his sense of
humanity, his humility, his loyalty,
and his optimism.

Sometimes in Washington it seems
like the message is all negative, and I
think this has been a delightful con-
trast, reflecting on his life and his con-
tribution.

I have said previously, talking about
President Bush, that there is nothing
as powerful as a good example. I think
his example is one we all ought to con-
template and perhaps strive to emulate
in our own way and in the way we con-
duct our business here.

When people disagree with us, it
doesn’t mean they are bad people; they
are just people with different ideas. We
ought to respect one another enough to
actually debate those ideas, rather
than engage in name-calling and deni-
grating the level of discourse among us
because people watch us too. They
watch how we conduct ourselves here,
and they take some cues from that in
how they conduct themselves online, in
PTA meetings, in our communities,
and in our States.

This has been a delightful week. It
has been kind of an emotional and ex-
hausting week as we have grieved with
the Bush family but at the same time,
as I said, celebrating an incredible life.

SENATE ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Madam President, perhaps we have
about 2 more weeks of work before the
end of the year. I am told the House
will pass a 2-week continuing resolu-
tion, taking us up to December 21. We
will have a chance to pass that here.
The window of opportunity for us to
finish our work in the Senate is closing
rapidly, and there is a lot we need to
get done. We have an opportunity to
build off of accomplishments we have
made in these last 2 years and to get
our remaining to-do list checked off.

The leader called the Senate fertile
ground for productive, bipartisan work.
That is because the way we are built,
the way our rules are constructed, it
basically requires us to do things in a
bipartisan way in the main.

Several of our biggest achievements

for the Senate in this Congress
couldn’t have happened without bipar-
tisan support, like the landmark

opioids legislation to help those strug-
gling with drug addiction or the his-
toric bill to improve veterans’ care,
shepherded by Senator ISAKSON, the
Senator from Georgia.

Our work for the rest of the year will
also require cooperation in a bipartisan
spirit, particularly when it comes to
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funding what is left of our government.
We have already joined together to
fund roughly 75 percent of the Federal
Government on time and through reg-
ular order for the first time in two dec-
ades. That is pretty remarkable and
welcomed.

While we complete our work on the
remaining appropriations bills, I ex-
pect a lot of the focus to be on border
security. It is no secret, coming from a
border State, that this is very serious
business to me. I know it is to many of
our colleagues. We have been reminded
by the caravans of migrants from Cen-
tral America—sweeping across Mexico
and ending up in Tijuana, right across
from San Diego—that collectively we
have a lot of work to do to address
these mass migrations.

I went to Mexico City on Saturday
with Vice President PENCE; the Sec-
retary of Energy, Rick Perry; the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, Kirstjen
Nielsen; and other officials who were
there. We had Members of the House,
and Senator LEE from Utah and I were
the Members of the Senate rep-
resenting the U.S. Government at the
inauguration of President Lopez
Obrador.

What we have read, including today,
that the incoming Lopez Obrador ad-
ministration has already been hard at
work, working with our Homeland Se-
curity officials to come up with an
agreement to deal with these mass mi-
grations—these caravans of people
coming from Central America, across
Mexico, and seeking asylum in the
United States.

I have spoken many times about how
these so-called caravans have been pre-
ceded by minicaravans; that is, smaller
numbers of people coming to our bor-
der and seeking entry and, in many in-
stances, seeking to exploit loopholes in
our law that only Congress can fix. I
am frustrated, like many of us, that we
have been unwilling to get our Demo-
cratic colleagues to work with us to fix
those loopholes.

What I am encouraged by is, the in-
coming administration of the Mexican
President as well as the Trump admin-
istration have worked to arrange for
these asylum seekers to spend their
time in Mexico waiting for their asy-
lum claims to be adjudicated. I think
that is a big change in the way Mexico
has regarded this issue.

Previously, they have regarded the
issue as our problem, not their prob-
lem. They have actually issued transit
visas for people to transit Mexico. Ba-
sically, the message is: As long as you
don’t stop here, we are not going to do
anything about your coming across
Mexico. Now they realize this is their
problem and our problem, and the only
way we are going to be able to solve
this problem is working together,
along with the governments of Central
America, where people are fleeing gang
violence.

It is hard to blame people for fleeing
when they realize their circumstances
are so dire in their home country, but
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I think there is a lot we can and we
should do, working with them, to help
them improve circumstances in their
home countries so they don’t feel they
have to come to the United States to
seek asylum and turn themselves over
to the tender mercies of the drug car-
tels and the people who view them as
just another commodity by which they
make money, just like heroin they sell
in the United States, just like children
and women whom they traffic for sex
slavery. These drug cartels are the
same organizations, the transnational
criminal organizations. I don’t think
that reality has quite sunk in here in
Washington.

These are not nice people. These are
dangerous people. All you need to do is
look at the trial of El1 Chapo occurring
in Manhattan—the head of one of the
largest cartels—and read about some of
the evidence that has been introduced.
The U.S. Government has extradited
him to the United States and is now
prosecuting him. The evidence will
chill your blood. He is a vicious, dan-
gerous person whose only interest is in
making money and enriching himself
and his fellow cartel members.

I am encouraged by some of these
nascent discussions that will perhaps
lead to an agreement between the Gov-
ernment of Mexico and the United
States.

In addition to completing our most
basic task of funding the government,
we have to work hard to get more of
the President’s team in place. I have
never seen an administration more
sandbagged with more foot-dragging by
the Senate and the Democrats when it
comes to confirming noncontroversial
nominees to serve in the President’s
administration. This is just another
way to undermine their ability to get
their work done there.

This is one of our greatest respon-
sibilities under the Constitution, to
provide advice and consent to the
President’s nominees, whether they are
judges, whether they are Ambassadors,
or wherever in a Senate-confirmed po-
sition in the administration.

We have seen a record number of clo-
ture votes during the last 2 years be-
cause, again, our colleagues on the
other side have simply wanted to burn
the clock, waste time, and then vote
overwhelming to confirm non-
controversial nominees. All that does
is prevent us from getting our work
done on a timely basis and makes it
harder to fill these vacancies.

In the first 2 years of the Trump ad-
ministration, the majority leader, the
Senator from Kentucky, has made
nominations a top priority, particu-
larly judicial nominations, but we still
have a number of nominees with exem-
plary records waiting for confirmation.

I talked to Mike Pompeo, the Sec-
retary of State. He said they have a
number of ambassadorships, a number
of important positions in our diplo-
matic corps vacant for no other reason
than the foot-dragging and the obstruc-
tion we have seen by the other side. It
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is just shameful. These are well-quali-
fied and accomplished men and women
who have put their lives on hold, and
they are languishing on our calendar.
We need to get them confirmed.

We will advance two of those nomi-
nees today: Bernard McNamee, to serve
on the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, and Kathleen Kraninger,
to be Director of the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau. I also hope to
add to our historic number of judicial
confirmations by ensuring that more
well-qualified judges are confirmed in
our Federal and district courts.

As you know, Madam President, so
far we have confirmed 84 judges nomi-
nated by President Trump, and I hope
we are able to continue this work and
ensure that more highly regarded
judges are able to join their ranks in
the Federal judiciary, both this year
and in the next 2 years—the final 2
years of the first term of President
Trump.

Before we adjourn the 115th Congress,
we need to pass the farm bill, the con-
ference report. Its importance can’t be
overstated. I know the Presiding Offi-
cer comes from a State where agri-
culture is important. I know of her per-
sonal experience leading the ag sector
in Mississippi.

The farm bill safeguards the future of
our agriculture community. When we
think about that phrase ‘‘our agri-
culture community,” our minds often
conjure up farmers and ranchers, but
the circle of that community is far
wider, encompassing rural commu-
nities and indeed our entire country.
Most of our country is rural, and agri-
culture is absolutely critical.

We have all heard the saying,
“Thank a farmer three times a day.”
That is true, but, in reality, we should
be thanking them a lot more because
the ag community does more than just
provide the food we eat, and that is im-
portant, but they do a lot more.

In small towns and rural commu-
nities, like those in Texas, agriculture
is the heartbeat of the economy. Farm-
ers and ranchers, of course, send their
children to local schools; they shop on
Main Street; they buy groceries at the
supermarket; they bank at their local
bank or credit union; they receive
loans for new equipment so they can
grow their businesses and fund their
operations. They are interwoven with
our communities all across the coun-
try, and they deserve our support and
some predictability and stability.

The farm bill is renewed once every 5
years, supporting the ag community in
several ways. It addresses food produc-
tion by helping ensure Americans con-
tinue to enjoy access to the safest,
cheapest, and most reliable food supply
in the world.

Our farmers and ranchers do this so
well that many of us kind of take it for
granted and always assume that the
food will be there when we want it and
need it. Most of the rest of the world
doesn’t enjoy that sort of abundance or
the certainty that it will always be
there.
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The farm bill also impacts many
other areas, like forestry, research, nu-
trition programs, and humanitarian
aid to foreign countries, just to name a
few.

In Texas, one out of every seven
working Texans work in the agri-
culture industry. Farmers and ranch-
ers, unfortunately, know all too well
that Mother Nature can and has dis-
rupted harvest and devastated crops,
which we saw in abundance with Hurri-
cane Harvey just a little over a year
ago. That is perhaps why the most im-
portant thing the farm bill does is give
the ag community the support and pre-
dictability it needs and it deserves, so
we need to get to work and get that
done before we go home for Christmas.

Our to-do list may seem daunting to
some, but the reason we are able to
keep our heads in the game and con-
tinue to build off our momentum is be-
cause of the incredible record of
achievement we have seen in the 115th
Congress; that would be for the first 2
yvears of the Trump administration,
where we have had Republican majori-
ties in the House and in the Senate. It
is a historic record of achievement and
accomplishment.

That record fundamentally includes
the economic gains we have seen, re-
newed confidence, optimism about the
future, more jobs, and low unemploy-
ment.

The Hispanic and African-American
unemployment rates are at the lowest
in recorded history. That is quite an
accomplishment. Unemployment is so
low around the country that there is a
genuine demand and need for more
trained workers. That is another chal-
lenge for us—to provide people the op-
portunity to learn the skills they need
in order to fill these good, well-paying
jobs that are demanding and needing
more employees.

The accomplishments we have made I
would like to think are the result of,
first, listening to what our constitu-
ents are telling us and then translating
that into legislation that will actually
improve their lives. For example, in an
effort to ease the regulatory burden on
jobseekers, the President signed three
bills that I introduced into law. They
may not seem like monumental, land-
mark pieces of legislation, but cov-
ering the subject matter they do, I
think they help my constituents in
real and important ways.

The first bill is an occupational li-
censing reform bill called the New
HOPE Act, which gives States the tools
they need to reduce barriers in certain
professions. Some licensing require-
ments in some of the States are so on-
erous, sSo expensive and time-con-
suming, they basically freeze out peo-
ple who have those skills or talents and
want to use those to make a living. But
the New HOPE Act helps give States
additional tools to reduce some of
those barriers.

Two other bills help veterans who are
making the transition back to civilian
life. The Jobs for Our Heroes Act
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makes it easier for veterans to get a
commercial driver’s license. One thing
I have heard from my constituents
back home is we need more truck driv-
ers, and we need better roads for them
to drive those trucks on. We have a lot
of veterans who have learned how to
drive big, heavy trucks in the course of
their military service, and we have now
helped expedite their transition to a
commercial driver’s license and good,
well-paying jobs, with huge demand.

We also passed the American Law
Enforcement Heroes Act to help local
law enforcement agencies hire veterans
so that they can continue to protect
the American people here at home. If
you read the newspaper, you see that
law enforcement agencies are really
desperate to get well-qualified, well-
trained people to join their police
forces and law enforcement. This is a
way, again, for veterans to make that
transition and to take the skills they
have learned in the military and make
those available for public safety and ci-
vilian life.

Veterans’ rights issues have been a
passion of mine since I was honored to
serve as the attorney general of Texas.
I have continued to work here in the
Senate and, this Congress, introduced
three bills focusing on protecting vic-
tims, which were signed into law. One
called the SAFER Act is aimed at re-
ducing the big backlog of untested rape
kits. At one point it was estimated to
be 400,000 backlogged rape kits; that is,
forensic evidence, DNA collected after
a sexual assault, which is absolutely
key to solving that crime and identi-
fying the perpetrator. By the way, it
also has the ability to exonerate people
who may be arrested for it; basically,
the DNA test and the rape kit can es-
sentially rule them out as a potential
suspect.

We also passed the Justice Served
Act, which assists law enforcement in
prosecuting cold cases solved by DNA
evidence. The sorts of things we can
now do as a result of the scientific
achievements of being able to test DNA
have opened up whole new vistas for
law enforcement to use that science in
powerful and important ways, such as
to reduce the rape kit backlog and to
solve violent crimes.

The third bill I will mention is called
the PROTECT Our Children Act, which
reauthorizes task forces combating
child exploitation online. We all know
that the internet is an integral part of
our lives. Unfortunately, there are peo-
ple who use the internet to gain access
to vulnerable children and recruit
them or otherwise exploit them online.
So the PROTECT Our Children Act re-
authorizes task forces—law enforce-
ment agencies, primarily—to combat
child exploitation online. Not every
local police department or sheriff’s de-
partment has the tax base to be able to
generate the revenue they need to hire
the expertise or to get the technology
they need in order to combat this hei-
nous crime. So that is where I think it
is appropriate for the Federal Govern-
ment to step up and say: Let’s get the
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best practices. Let’s figure out what
the standard should be, and then help
fill those gaps to combat child exploi-
tation.

Perhaps the most significant accom-
plishment Congress made in terms of
my State over the last 2 years was
working together to deliver disaster re-
lief to those suffering from Hurricane
Harvey. That catastrophic flooding and
damage caused by Harvey is something
we hope to never see again during our
lifetime, but that is a hope I am afraid
is in vain. We know there will always
be more hurricanes and more floods.

I was proud to join forces with the
junior Senator from Texas, Mr. CRUZ,
to secure nearly $147 billion that was
available for disaster relief, including
Hurricane Harvey, but not limited to
Hurricane Harvey. It is also for the
wildfires out West and the hurricanes
that hit Florida, Puerto Rico, and
other parts of the country.

In addition to the disaster relief, we
passed two pieces of legislation that
specifically addressed the needs of my
constituents in Texas. The first makes
houses of worship eligible for certain
grants to help them rebuild after disas-
ters. Many houses of worship have es-
sentially public facilities that they
make available to the community that
are unrelated to proselytizing, and we
made sure that these FEMA grants
were available to help them rebuild
after disasters.

The second was a tax relief provision
that allows Texans to deduct property
damage costs and access retirement
savings without penalties. That is
something we did for Hurricane
Katrina in the wake of Katrina. We did
so after Hurricane Harvey as well. It is
just another way we have made peo-
ple’s lives a little bit better after suf-
fering from this natural disaster.

While aid after a disaster helps those
affected to be able to rebuild, it does
little good if we are not also working
to help prevent or mitigate the threat
of flooding and future hurricanes. So
we passed provisions that will expedite,
for example, a coastal study and that
authorizes flood mitigation projects
along the gulf coast.

Most of the refined product needed
for jet fuel and gasoline is refined
along the gulf coast of Texas and Lou-
isiana. So it is important from a na-
tional perspective—not just from a
local perspective—that we do every-
thing we can to anticipate and miti-
gate against future threats and threats
to our Nation’s refined energy products
supply.

I feel fortunate to be in the U.S. Sen-
ate. I am proud of the work we have
done in the 115th Congress. But we need
to finish our job and get our work com-
pleted before Christmas.

As we close out the 115th Congress,
the types of accomplishments I have
mentioned, frankly, don’t necessarily
get a lot of attention because most of
these are bipartisan bills that we pass
without a lot of controversy or a lot of
noise. But I hope we can continue to
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build on these accomplishments for the
benefit of my constituents in Texas
and Americans across the country.

We have just a short time left, 2
weeks, perhaps, assuming we can
pass—and I do expect we will pass—a 2-
week continuing resolution, taking us
up to the 21st. Honestly, I don’t think
we need to wait that long. We know
what we have to do; we just need to
come together and get it done. Then we
can all go home and be with our fami-
lies and loved ones during Christmas.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MAJOR ROBERT ODELL OWENS
POST OFFICE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 5238 and that
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5238) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1234 Saint Johns Place in Brooklyn, New
York, as the ‘“Major Robert Odell Owens
Post Office™.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 5238) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

————

LARRY DOBY CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1861, which was received
from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1861) to award a Congressional
Gold Medal in honor of Lawrence Eugene
“Larry’” Doby in recognition of his achieve-
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ments and contributions to American major
league athletics, civil rights, and the Armed
Forces during World War II.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know
of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 1861) was passed.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
MUSEUM EXHIBITS ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 1417
and that the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1417) to amend the National
Law Enforcement Museum Act to allow the
Museum to acquire, receive, possess, collect,
ship, transport, import, and display firearms,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1417) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———————

REAL ID ACT MODIFICATION FOR
FREELY ASSOCIATED STATES ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 3398 and
that the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3398) to amend the Real ID Act
of 2005 to permit Freely Associated States to
meet identification requirements under such
Act, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
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Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 3398) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———————

SMALL BUSINESS RUNWAY
EXTENSION ACT OF 2018

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be discharged and the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6330.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 6330) to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to modify the method for pre-
scribing size standards for business concerns.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I know
of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 6330) was passed.

——
NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE
ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUPPORT

ACT

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 635, S. 3561.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 35661) to support entrepreneurs
serving in the National Guard and Reserve,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, with amendments, as follows:

S. 3561

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Guard and Reserve Entrepreneurship Sup-
port Act’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF LOAN ASSISTANCE AND
DEFERRAL ELIGIBILITY TO RESERV-
ISTS BEYOND PERIODS OF MILITARY
CONFLICT.

(a) SMALL BUSINESS ACT AMENDMENTS.—
Section 7 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 636) is amended—
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(1) in subsection (b)(3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking clause (ii);

(ii) by redesignating clause (i) as clause
(id);

(iii) by inserting before clause (ii), as so re-
designated, the following:

‘(i) the term ‘active service’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 101(d)(3) of
title 10, United States Code;”’; and

(iv) in clause (ii), as so redesignated, by
adding ‘‘and’ at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘being
ordered to active military duty during a pe-
riod of military conflict’”” and inserting
‘“‘being ordered to perform active service for
a period of more than 30 consecutive days’’;

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘ac-
tive duty” each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘active service’’; and

(D) in subparagraph (G)(ii)(IT), by striking
‘“‘active duty’’ and inserting ‘‘active service’’;
and

(2) in subsection (n)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“ACTIVE DUTY” and inserting ‘‘ACTIVE SERV-
ICE’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking subparagraph (C);

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as subparagraphs (B) and (C), respec-
tively;

(iii) by inserting before subparagraph (B),
as so redesignated, the following:

‘“(A) ACTIVE SERVICE.—The term ‘active
service’ has the meaning given that term in
section 101(d)(3) of title 10, United States
Code.”’;

(iv) in subparagraph (B), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘ordered to active duty
during a period of military conflict’’ and in-
serting ‘‘ordered to perform active service
for a period of more than 30 consecutive
days’’; and

(v) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘ac-
tive duty” each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘“‘active service’’; and

(C) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking ‘‘active
duty” each place it appears and inserting
“‘active service”’.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a)(1) shall apply to an eco-
nomic injury suffered or likely to be suffered
as the result of an essential employee being
ordered to perform active service (as defined
in section 101(d)(3) of title 10, United States
Code) for a period of more than 30 consecu-
tive days who is discharged or released from
such active service on or after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(c) SEMIANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, and semiannually thereafter, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Small Business
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report on the
number of loans made under the Military Re-
servist Economic Injury Disaster Loan pro-
gram and the dollar volume of those loans.
The report shall contain the subsidy rate of
the disaster loan program as authorized
under section 7(b) of the Small Business Act
(156 U.S.C. 636(b)) with the loans made under
the Military Reservist Economic Injury Dis-
aster Loan program and without those loans
included.

(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Section 8(1) of the Small Business
Act (15 U.S.C. 637(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““The Administration” and
inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administration’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘(as defined in section
T(n)(1))”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
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¢“(2) DEFINITION OF PERIOD OF MILITARY CON-
FLICT.—In this subsection, the term ‘period
of military conflict’ means—

““(A) a period of war declared by the Con-
gress;

‘““(B) a period of national emergency de-
clared by the Congress or by the President;
or

‘“(C) a period of a contingency operation,
as defined in section 101(a) of title 10, United
States Code.”.

SEC. 3. NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE DEPLOY-
MENT SUPPORT AND BUSINESS
TRAINING PROGRAM.

(a) EXPANSION OF SMALL BUSINESS ADMINIS-
TRATION OUTREACH  PROGRAMS.—Section
8(b)(17) of the Small Business Act (156 U.S.C.
637(b)(17)) is amended by striking ‘‘and mem-
bers of a reserve component of the Armed
Forces’ and inserting ‘‘members of a reserve
component of the Armed Forces, and the
spouses of veterans and members of a reserve
component of the Armed Forces’’.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—Section
32 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 657b)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘(g) NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE DE-
PLOYMENT SUPPORT AND BUSINESS TRAIN-
ING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In making grants carried
out under section 8(b)(17), the Associate Ad-
ministrator shall establish a program, to be
known as the ‘National Guard and Reserve
Deployment Support and Business Training
Program’, to provide training, counseling
and other assistance to support members of
a reserve component of the Armed Forces
and their spouses.

‘(2) AUTHORITIES.—In carrying out this
subsection, the Associate Administrator
may—

“(A) modify programs and resources made
available through section 8(b)(17) to provide
pre-deployment and other information spe-
cific to members of a reserve component of
the Armed Forces and their spouses;

‘(B) collaborate with the Chief of the Na-
tional Guard Bureau or the Chief’s designee,
State Adjutant Generals or their designees,
and other public and private partners; and

‘“(C) provide training, information, and
other resources to the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau or the Chief’s designee and
State Adjutant Generals or their designees
for the purpose of supporting members of a
reserve component of the Armed Forces and
the spouses of veterans and members of a re-
serve component of the Armed Forces.”.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported
amendments be agreed to and that the
bill, as amended, be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendments
were agreed to.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. CORNYN. I know of no further
debate on the bill, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is on the passage
of the bill.

The bill (S. 3561), as amended, was
passed as follows:

S. 3561

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Guard and Reserve Entrepreneurship Sup-
port Act”’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF LOAN ASSISTANCE AND
DEFERRAL ELIGIBILITY TO RESERV-
ISTS BEYOND PERIODS OF MILITARY
CONFLICT.

(a) SMALL BUSINESS ACT AMENDMENTS.—
Section 7 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 636) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) by striking clause (ii);

(i1) by redesignating clause (i) as clause
(ii);

(iii) by inserting before clause (ii), as so re-
designated, the following:

‘(i) the term ‘active service’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 101(d)(3) of
title 10, United States Code;”’; and

(iv) in clause (ii), as so redesignated, by
adding ‘‘and’’ at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘being
ordered to active military duty during a pe-
riod of military conflict’”> and inserting
“being ordered to perform active service for
a period of more than 30 consecutive days’’;

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘ac-
tive duty’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘active service’’; and

(D) in subparagraph (G)(ii)(II), by striking
“active duty’ and inserting ‘“‘active service’’;
and

(2) in subsection (n)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“ACTIVE DUTY” and inserting ‘‘ACTIVE SERV-
ICE”’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking subparagraph (C);

(ii) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as subparagraphs (B) and (C), respec-
tively:;

(iii) by inserting before subparagraph (B),
as so redesignated, the following:

‘““(A) ACTIVE SERVICE.—The term ‘active
service’ has the meaning given that term in
section 101(d)(3) of title 10, United States
Code.”;

(iv) in subparagraph (B), as so redesig-
nated, by striking ‘‘ordered to active duty
during a period of military conflict” and in-
serting ‘‘ordered to perform active service
for a period of more than 30 consecutive
days’’; and

(v) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘ac-
tive duty’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘“‘active service’’; and

(C) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking ‘‘active
duty’ each place it appears and inserting
‘‘active service’’.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a)(1) shall apply to an eco-
nomic injury suffered or likely to be suffered
as the result of an essential employee being
ordered to perform active service (as defined
in section 101(d)(3) of title 10, United States
Code) for a period of more than 30 consecu-
tive days who is discharged or released from
such active service on or after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(c) SEMIANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than
180 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, and semiannually thereafter, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Small Business
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a report on the
number of loans made under the Military Re-
servist Economic Injury Disaster Loan pro-
gram and the dollar volume of those loans.
The report shall contain the subsidy rate of
the disaster loan program as authorized
under section 7(b) of the Small Business Act
(15 U.S.C. 636(b)) with the loans made under
the Military Reservist Economic Injury Dis-
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aster Loan program and without those loans
included.

(d) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—Section 8(1) of the Small Business
Act (15 U.S.C. 637(1)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““The Administration” and
inserting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administration’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘(as defined in section
7(n)(1))”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

¢‘(2) DEFINITION OF PERIOD OF MILITARY CON-
FLICT.—In this subsection, the term ‘period
of military conflict’ means—

‘“(A) a period of war declared by the Con-
gress;

‘(B) a period of national emergency de-
clared by the Congress or by the President;
or

‘“(C) a period of a contingency operation,
as defined in section 101(a) of title 10, United
States Code.”.

SEC. 3. NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE DEPLOY-
MENT SUPPORT AND BUSINESS
TRAINING PROGRAM.

(a) EXPANSION OF SMALL BUSINESS ADMINIS-
TRATION OUTREACH  PROGRAMS.—Section
8(b)(17) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
637(b)(17)) is amended by striking ‘‘and mem-
bers of a reserve component of the Armed
Forces” and inserting ‘‘members of a reserve
component of the Armed Forces, and the
spouses of veterans and members of a reserve
component of the Armed Forces™.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—Section
32 of the Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 657b)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘(g) NATIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE DE-
PLOYMENT SUPPORT AND BUSINESS TRAIN-
ING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In making grants carried
out under section 8(b)(17), the Associate Ad-
ministrator shall establish a program, to be
known as the ‘National Guard and Reserve
Deployment Support and Business Training
Program’, to provide training, counseling
and other assistance to support members of
a reserve component of the Armed Forces
and their spouses.

‘“(2) AUTHORITIES.—In carrying out this
subsection, the Associate Administrator
may—

““(A) modify programs and resources made
available through section 8(b)(17) to provide
pre-deployment and other information spe-
cific to members of a reserve component of
the Armed Forces and their spouses;

‘“(B) collaborate with the Chief of the Na-
tional Guard Bureau or the Chief’s designee,
State Adjutant Generals or their designees,
and other public and private partners; and

‘(C) provide training, information, and
other resources to the Chief of the National
Guard Bureau or the Chief’s designee and
State Adjutant Generals or their designees
for the purpose of supporting members of a
reserve component of the Armed Forces and
the spouses of veterans and members of a re-
serve component of the Armed Forces.”.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

VETERANS SMALL BUSINESS
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2018

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No.
633, S. 2679.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 2679) to provide access to and
manage the distribution of excess or surplus
property to veteran-owned small businesses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be agreed to, and
that the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to as follows:

S. 2679

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans Small
Business Enhancement Act of 2018°.

SEC. 2. ACCESS TO SURPLUS PROPERTY FOR VET-
ERAN-OWNED SMALL BUSINESSES.

Section 32 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
657b) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

““(g) ACCESS TO SURPLUS PROPERTY FOR VET-
ERAN-OWNED SMALL BUSINESSES.—

““(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection—

‘““(A) the term ‘foreign excess property’ has the
meaning given the term in section 102 of title 40,
United States Code; and

‘“(B) the term ‘state agency’ has the meaning
given the term, including the roles and respon-
sibilities assigned, in section 549 of title 40,
United States Code.

““(2) REQUIREMENT.—The Administrator, in
coordination with the Administrator of General
Services, shall provide access to and manage the
distribution of surplus property, and foreign ex-
cess property returned to a State for handling as
surplus property, owned by the United States
under chapter 7 of title 40, United States Code,
to small business concerns owned and controlled
by veterans (as verified by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs under section 8127 of title 38,
United States Code) pursuant to a memorandum
of agreement between the Administrator, the
Administrator of General Services, and the head
of the applicable state agency for surplus prop-
erties and in accordance with section 549 of title
40, United States Code.”’.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading and
was read the third time.

Mr. CORNYN. I know of no further
debate on the bill, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 2679), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPURRING BUSINESS IN
COMMUNITIES ACT OF 2017

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar 402, H.R. 4111.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 4111) to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 to improve the
number of small business investment compa-
nies in underlicensed States, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. CORNYN. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall it pass?

The bill (H.R. 4111) was passed.

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, finally,
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume executive session to con-
sider the McNamee nomination as
under the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Oklahoma.

REMEMBERING GEORGE H.W. BUSH

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, as
our Nation paused just for a little
while this week to remember the 41st
President of the United States and to
honor his legacy and his life, I think it
is important that we also pause here in
the Senate Chamber, and, quite frank-
ly, I bring that same sense of respect
from my State of Oklahoma.

President Bush was widely known as
our President. Quite frankly, one of the
legacies I think he will leave the long-
est tale on is his commitment to faith
and family. His compassion for people
ran throughout his lifetime.

The conversation during the funeral
yesterday in Washington, DC—and it is
happening right now in Houston—cen-
tered significantly around his relation-
ship with his beautiful wife Barbara.
Seventy-three years of marriage is
quite a legacy, and it is rare in Amer-
ica. It was a gift to America to see that
kind of example set in front of us; it is
that kind of commitment to their fam-
ily and to each other.

They met each other at a dance in
Greenwich, CT, in 1941, when he was a
17-year-old high school senior and she
was 16, and they went out to dance to-
gether with Glenn Miller songs play-
ing. Tell me that is not a throwback to
a different time and a different age.

They were engaged in 1943 at the
height of the war. During that same
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time period, he was engaged in working
with the United States to protect our
country during World War II. He served
as one of the youngest fighter pilots—
the youngest during that time period.

Some of his letters have survived,
and much has been said about what a
prolific, personal writer President Bush
was in his own life. The letters he
wrote to Barbara during that 1943 time
period have survived, including a letter
he wrote to her on December 12, 1943,
when they were still engaged. He said:

My darling . . . Bar, you have made my life
full of everything I could ever dream of—my
complete happiness should be a token of my
love for you.

Who writes like that, other than a
man who is a great personal example to
the Nation?

They were married on January 6,
1945, and had six children. They were
the longest married Presidential cou-
ple, married 73 years. In 1994, Barbara
Bush described herself and her husband
in her memoirs as ‘‘the two luckiest
people in the world, and when all the
dust is settled and all the crowds are
gone, the things that matter are faith,
family and friends. We have been inor-
dinately blessed, and we know that.”

In 1994, that same year—he is still
writing her decades later—he wrote her
on their anniversary with this note:

Will you marry me? Oops, I forgot you did
that 49 years ago today. I was very happy on
that day in 1945. I'm even happier today.
You’ve given me joy that few men know. I've
climbed perhaps the highest mountain in the
world, but even that cannot hold a candle to
being Barbara’s husband.

Their love story didn’t come without
some challenges, though. Barbara was
open about her struggle with depres-
sion in the 1970s. She described those
times, saying this:

Night after night, George held me weeping
in his arms while I tried to explain my feel-
ings. I almost wonder why he didn’t leave
me.

But he didn’t.

In 1953, their daughter Robin died of
leukemia before her fourth birthday.
The family struggled significantly with
that. In fact, even President Bush 43
referenced it yesterday at the funeral
here in Washington, DC, but George
Bush wrote about it during that time
period as well. He wrote about the loss
of their daughter Robin, who died at 3
years old. He wrote to Barbara:

There is about our house a need. . .. We
need some soft blond hair to offset those
crew cuts. We need a doll house to stand firm
against our forts and racquets and thousand
baseball cards.

We need someone who’s afraid of frogs. . . .
We need a little one who can kiss without
leaving an egg or jam or gum.

We need a girl.

We had one once—she’d fight and cry and
play and make her way, just like the rest.
But there was about her a certain softness.

She was patient—her hugs were just a lit-
tle less wiggly.

But she is still with us. We need her and
yet we have her. We can’t touch her, and yet
we can feel her.

We hope she’ll stay in our house for a long,
long time.
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In 1953, even in times of personal
struggle, their love for each other and
their tenacious compassion and passion
for their family carried them through.

George Bush was at his wife’s side
when she died earlier this year, on
April 12, at age 92.

On George Bush’s 18th birthday, he
enlisted in the Armed Forces. As I
mentioned before, he was the youngest
pilot in the Navy when he received his
wings. He flew 58 combat missions dur-
ing World War II.

He served two terms as a Representa-
tive to Congress from Texas and ran
unsuccessfully for the Senate—though
his dad’s desk, when he was in the Sen-
ate, was right there when he was a U.S.
Senator.

President Bush served as the Chief
Diplomatic Envoy in China, even be-
fore the United States had formally
opened the official Beijing Embassy.

He became the 11th Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency—which
was, at that time, called the DCI—from
1976 to 1977. He is the only President
who previously held that position. In-
teresting enough, many people don’t
know that the CIA headquarters in
Langley are actually named for Presi-
dent Bush and have been that way for
a long time.

It was an interesting season when he
was the leader of the CIA in the 1970s.
There was a lot of mistrust between
U.S. citizens and Central Intelligence.
At that time, President Bush did some-
thing exceptional as the Director of
Central Intelligence. He actually pro-
vided transparency—a radical idea—
where he would come to the Hill and
invite Members of the House and the
Senate to his house, and they would
have informal dinners to talk about
what they were doing. He came to the
Hill 51 times to testify before the
House and the Senate, a record that is
still unsurpassed by any Director of
National Intelligence. It is a remark-
able record of transparency and of lead-
ership.

In 1980, he campaigned for the Presi-
dency but lost. Then he was tapped by
the President he lost to in the primary,
a gentleman named Ronald Reagan, to
be his Vice President. Interestingly
enough, at 50 years old, which I am
today, the first President I really re-
member watching was President
Reagan—and Vice President Bush—to
see how they handled things. It was re-
markable leadership during that time
period.

In 1988, he won the Republican nomi-
nation for President and then became
President—the first President I ever
had the opportunity to vote for. At
that time, I was 20 years old. So for my
first time ever to vote for President, I
had the privilege to vote for President
Bush and the honor to sit in the Cathe-
dral yesterday to recognize his life.

He was a remarkable President for
being a one-term President—pushing
back the Sandinistas who were rav-
aging Nicaragua; transitioning Europe
out of the Cold War; finishing the Cold
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War without a shot being fired; uni-
fying Germany when most of Europe,
as the Soviet Union fell and the Berlin
Wall fell after Reagan’s famous ‘‘Mr.
Gorbachev, tear down this wall”’—the
wall didn’t actually come down at that
moment; it came down during the Bush
administration, as they led Germany
out of that and then into unification,
even though most of Europe did not
want a unified Germany, remembering
still what a unified Germany did dur-
ing World War II. He led through that.

He led, as President, Americans to
start thinking about other Americans
in a new way, to stop saying so much
that the government should provide for
every issue, though the government
has a role. But he pushed back on
something he called the ‘‘thousand
points of light”” and challenged Ameri-
cans to take care of their neighbors in
their neighborhoods and for us not to
look toward Washington, DC, to solve
each problem but for nonprofits and
communities and churches and the en-
gagement of neighbor to neighbor to be
able to turn around a nation. It was a
remarkable calling for us to be called
to each other.

In 1992, he lost his bid for reelection.
But it is interesting that in his speech,
just after he lost the election, he made
this statement:

I hope history will record that the Bush ad-
ministration has served America well. I am
proud of my Cabinet and my staff. America
has led the world through an age of global
transition; we’ve made the world safer for
our kids. And I believe the real fruits of our
global victory are yet to be tasted.

If he were seated here today, I would
tell him: We are still tasting the fruits
of that freedom.

He made this statement, as well, at
the same time:

Ours is a nation that has shed the blood of
war and cried the tears of depression. We
have stretched the limits of human imagina-
tion and seen the technologically miraculous
become almost mundane. Always, always,
our advantage has been our spirit, a constant
confidence, a sense that in America the only
things not yet accomplished are the things
that have not yet been tried.

Then he said this:

President-elect Clinton needs all Ameri-
cans to unite behind him so he can move our
nation forward. But, more than that, he will
need to draw upon this unique American
spirit.

Multiple individuals have recently
referenced the letter that President
Bush left for President Clinton on the
desk in the Oval Office so that when
the transition occurred, President Clin-
ton would walk into his new office in
1993 and see this letter that ends with
this statement, dated January 20, 1993.
It is a long note, but it ends with this
handwritten statement:

You will be our President when you read
this note.

And he underlined the word ‘“‘our.”

I wish you well. I wish your family well.

Your success is now our country’s success.
I am rooting hard for you.

That is a pretty remarkable state-
ment for someone who had just been
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beaten in the campaign to then turn as
an American leader and say: America
still continues, and we are rooting for
your success.

He left office and continued to serve,
continued to press the ‘thousand
points of light,” continued to encour-
age people to serve their neighbors and
to serve each other, and he continued
to love his beautiful Barbara.

He celebrated watching his kids get
elected to office, including President of
the United States, but he continued to
be who he was—a gentle, compas-
sionate, faith-filled person, who wanted
the best for our Nation.

He showed us how to lose gracefully
and not make enemies of our adver-
saries, and he turned political foes into
lasting friends. Interestingly enough,
on June 12 of this year, on his 94th
birthday, he wrote a note again to
some friends. In that note he wrote
earlier this year, he said:

I am truly touched and overwhelmed by all
the messages I have received today. And al-
though I have seen them all, I can no longer
answer them all. My 94-year-old hands would
rebel. Just know I appreciated hearing from
you. As many of you know, for years I have
said the three most important things in life
are faith, family, and friends. My faith has
never been stronger. I am blessed with the
world’s most loving family. And thanks to
you, I feel the love of the best friends a man
ever had. My heart is full on this first day of
my 95th year.

As I walked out of the funeral yester-
day, I turned to the person next to me
and said: I think that is the first polit-
ical funeral or event I have ever been
to where I have been able to honor a
life where Jesus got equal time.

At a lot of funerals, it is all about
them. President Bush shaped a funeral
where it was as much about his rela-
tionship with God as it was about his
history and legacy. It is a remarkable
reminder of a man who prioritized, as
he said, his faith, his family, and his
friends, and it sets an example for the
Nation.

He was around Oklahoma a lot, as
well. He popped in and out. He spoke at
Oklahoma State University at gradua-
tion while he was President. In fact, he
made a famous comment about stop-
ping in at Eskimo Joe’s, a local res-
taurant there, and he endorsed the
cheese fries in front of thousands of
people and across the Nation.

He stopped in at a different time at
Cattlemen’s restaurant in Oklahoma
City. He popped in and ate a great
steak. He said: If you are ever in Okla-
homa, stop in at Cattlemen’s. Folks at
Cattlemen’s still talk about the time
President Bush showed up and had a
steak. He met everybody in the res-
taurant, and he even went into the
kitchen and met all the cooks. The
folks still remember it well.

He stopped in at Enid with Don Nick-
les. In fact, Don Nickles, my prede-
cessor Senator, tells the story that he
went to Maine at one point, when he
was the whip in the Senate, to have a
briefing with President Bush and a
small group at his place in Maine.
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While he was there, the President of-
fered to take him on a quick boat ride
to be able to get over, and President
Bush was notorious for his speedboat,
in which he put people and just
rammed the throttle full speed in take-
off, because his boat could go faster
than the Secret Service boat that was
following them, and he loved to be able
to outrun them and take off.

Even after his retirement as Presi-
dent, there is the story from one of our
staff members who writes about a
friend who was a student at Texas A&M
University, where the President had
his library. He tells the story of this 20-
year-old student named Michael, who
is serving as a personal aide to the
Bush Foundation and how one day in
the morning President Bush walked up
to this 20-year-old who was working
there and said: Are you hungry?

To which he replied: I am always
hungry.

President Bush took him to lunch
that day. This was in 2004. The two of
them sat, and the President peppered
him with questions about his family,
about his background, and about his
siblings. Michael got to call his family
later that day and say: Hey, I just had
lunch with the President.

What was interesting is Michael’s
statement, which was this: President
Bush made me feel like I was the Presi-
dent.

May it be said of all of us: No matter
what our title is, no matter what our
position is, no matter what our place
is, at the end of our life, we would still
be talking about our faith, our family,
and our friends—that for every person
around us, we expect compassion and
gratitude for them and to set a good
example for them. May it be in our po-
litical discourse, and may it be in our
homes and our communities.

With that, I yield the floor.

——————

NOMINATION OF BERNARD L.
McNAMEE

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President,
President Trump has nominated Ber-
nard McNamee to be a member of the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, FERC.

FERC is an independent agency that
regulates the interstate transmission
of electricity, natural gas, and oil.
FERC also reviews proposals to build
liquefied natural gas, LNG, terminals
and interstate natural gas pipelines, as
well as licensing hydropower projects.

Historically, FERC has been inde-
pendent and nonpartisan. I am con-
cerned that, if  confirmed, Mr.
McNamee would threaten the non-
partisan independence of FERC.

Mr. McNamee has a long-standing
history of being an opponent of clean
energy and led Texas’s efforts to chal-
lenge the Obama administration’s
Clean Power Plan.

In remarks before the Texas Public
Policy Foundation, TPPF, and spon-
sored by Koch Industries in February
2018, Mr. McNamee said fossil fuels are
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“‘key to our way of life,” but renewable
energy ‘‘screws up the whole physics of
the grid.” He also portrayed industry
lawsuits with environmental groups as
a ‘‘constant battle between liberty and
tyranny.”’

While at the Department of Energy,
Mr. McNamee was a key player in the
agency’s failed attempt to bail out the
coal industry and upend wholesale en-
ergy markets.

Furthermore, I am very concerned
that Mr. McNamee will take us back-
wards in the fight to combat climate
change. Just recently, the Trump ad-
ministration tried to bury the release
of the Fourth National Climate Assess-
ment report and its alarming statistics
on the realities of climate change. The
report found that annual average tem-
peratures in the United States are pro-
jected to continue to increase in the
coming decades and that human health
and safety, our quality of life, and the
rate of economic growth in commu-
nities across the U.S. are increasingly
vulnerable to the impacts of climate
change. In my home State of Maryland,
the report found that one of Mary-
land’s crown jewels, the Chesapeake
Bay, will experience stronger and more
frequent storms, an increase in heavy
precipitation events, increasing bay
water temperatures, and a rise in sea
level.

FERC’s independence is critical to its
mission, and Mr. McNamee, if con-
firmed, would be a significant depar-
ture from that.

His history as being a supporter of
the fossil fuel industry, an opponent of
clean energy, and an opponent of
progress to combat climate change are
alarming. I oppose his nomination to
be a member of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, FERC.

Mr. LANKFORD. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Under the ©previous order,
postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
Bernard L. McNamee, of Virginia, to be
a Member of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission for the remainder
of the term expiring June 30, 2020?

Mr. RISCH. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
FISCHER). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote.

all
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The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 49, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 254 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Alexander Flake Murkowski
Barrasso Gardner Paul
Blunt Graham Perdue
Boozman Grassley Portman
Burr Hatch Risch
Capi_to Heller Roberts
Cottins HydeSmitn  LoWdS
ollins yde-Smi R
Corker Inhofe ls%ublo
asse
Cornyn Isakson Scott
Cotton Johnson
Crapo Kennedy Shel]oy
Cruz Kyl Sullivan
Daines Lankford Thune
Enzi Lee Toomey
Ernst McConnell Wicker
Fischer Moran Young
NAYS—49
Baldwin Hassan Peters
Bennet Heinrich Reed
Blumenthal Heitkamp Sanders
Booker Hirono Schatz
Brown Jones Schumer
Cantwell Kaine Shaheen
Cardin King Smith
Carper Klobuchar Stabenow
Casey Leahy Tester
Coons Manchin
Udall
Cortez Masto Markey
Donnelly McCaskill Van Hollen
Duckworth Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Gillibrand Murray Wyden
Harris Nelson

NOT VOTING—1
Tillis
The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

MAKING FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL
YEAR 2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
as if in legislative session, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of H.J.
Res. 143.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the joint resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 143) making
further continuing appropriations for fiscal
yvear 2019, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the joint
resolution be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The joint resolution was ordered to a
third reading and was read the third
time.

Mr. McCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the joint resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is,
Shall the joint resolution pass?

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 143)
was passed.
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Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the motion to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Kathleen Laura
Kraninger, of Ohio, to be Director, Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection
for a term of five years.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, on
November 23 of this year, we had re-
lease of the Fourth National Climate
Assessment, which is required to be re-
leased under the Global Change Re-
search Act that was passed by Congress
in 1990.

This climate assessment is put to-
gether by 300 experts, guided by a 60-
member Federal advisory committee,
including 13 Federal Agencies. They
rely heavily on the panel from the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. My point
is, this is the best scientific informa-
tion we have as to the risks of climate
change. The Fourth National Climate
Assessment, Volume 2, was issued on
November 23, 2018.

Its conclusions should be sobering to
all of us; that humans are responsible
for the current climate crisis and that
we must take responsibility to mini-
mize future destruction.

Four years earlier, the first volume
of the Fourth National Climate Assess-
ment was issued, and its prediction was
that we would see increased instances
of flooding, wildfires, and higher tem-
peratures. Unfortunately, that has
come to pass, as we have experienced
this year and in the last several years
an unusually large number of flooding
episodes, wildfires that we have just
experienced, and higher temperatures.

The findings make two critical asser-
tions in regard to how it will affect our
lifestyle. First, it said climate change
is a growing risk to the danger of
human health. By human health dan-
ger, you can look at the direct impact
of climate change—those whose lives
have been forever changed as a result
of storms or as a result of flooding or
as a result of wildfires or as a result of
sea level rising. We know many peobple
have lost their lives, and their lives
have been compromised as a result of
the reality of the new current weather
conditions.

It also affects the safe supply of
water—clean drinking water is very
much impacted by what is happening
with climate change—and sea level
rises and the spread of diseases, from
people who are suffering from asthma
to the spread of West Nile disease, and
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many other examples of how climate
change is accelerating those types of
conditions which have a major impact
on human health.

The report then indicated that, yes,
it directly affects the health of the
people of our country and the globe,
but it also has a direct economic im-
pact. The damage affects, in a negative
way, the rate of our economic growth.

I will give you many examples why.
Take a look at infrastructure damage.
We recognize that the bridges and the
highways in this country—our infra-
structure—were not designed and con-
structed with the realities of the
weather conditions we are now experi-
encing. As a result of much heavier
damage that we have to deal with, ad-
aptations and changes, that affects the
resources we have to devote to the new
realities of our infrastructure.

Coastal communities have been put
at direct risk. First of all, I have seen
coastal communities shrink because of
the loss of shoreline. We know the risk
factor for coastal communities affects
their economic growth. They have to
deal with the cost of adaptation. That
devotes revenues that could be used for
other purposes.

In addition, we have seen the eco-
nomic challenges to agriculture and
the sustainability of agriculture. In
many parts of the world, the realities
of climate change have taken away
their traditional livelihoods and sus-
tainability of agricultural products.

We are also seeing a direct impact
the climate is having on tourism,
which, for many communities, is a
large part of their economic activity.

The report estimates that the gross
domestic product of this country could
be adversely affected by as much as 10
percent. That is a major hit on our eco-
nomic progress.

The United Nations Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change
issued a report in October 2018. That
report indicated that by 2030, the eco-
nomic damage as a result of climate
change could reach $54 trillion—that is
trillion with a ‘‘t.”” This is an economic
crisis we must address. We cannot ig-
nore it. We must deal with it.

The good news is, mitigation and ad-
aptation policies work. They work. We
can mitigate the causes of climate
change by our activities here on Earth.
We can adapt to some of the realities of
the new weather conditions, but we are
not doing it at a scale necessary today
to avoid substantial damage to human
health and our economy. We have to
step up our game dramatically.

It disproportionately impacts the
poor. The poor don’t have the resources
in order to adapt or move or to deal as
other people have. They are trapped in
more vulnerable communities, and
they suffer more as a result of it.

We could talk about every one of our
States that are impacted by this. In
my State of Maryland, I have taken
the floor to explain that Ellicott City—
a wonderful community in Howard
County, MD, that has what I call Main
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Street, which reminds you of Main
Street America—has had two 1,000-year
floods in 20 months. These floods are
unprecedented because normally the
flooding conditions are as a result of
the rising of the river next to Ellicott
City, but these were floods caused by
the increased amount of rainfall in a
short period of time that could not be
handled in its runoff, causing extreme
damage. They have had two 1,000-year
floods in 20 months.

We have flooding in Annapolis, which
should be a concern to not only the
people of Maryland but to our Nation
because of the importance that Annap-
olis plays to our national security be-
cause of the Naval Academy. The same
could be said in Virginia, where there
is a significant challenge to our future
military facilities as a result of their
coastal locations. In Baltimore City,
we have had 25 heat-related deaths in
2018. That is three times more than we
saw in 2017.

There is no question that this affects
Maryland, that it affects every State in
this Nation. This is an American issue
and a global issue.

There is a path forward. There is a
path forward that is not terribly dif-
ficult for us to embrace because it will
not only help us deal with climate
change and the environment, but it
will mean a better economic future for
us, and it is using energy sources that
are plentiful, meaning that there is a
security advantage by doing the right
thing for our environment and our

economy.
Green energy, conservation effi-
ciencies, all are activities that can

help reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and carbon emissions. It can mitigate
the damage. It will create more jobs.

With green energy, there are more
jobs than there are in the fossil fuel in-
dustry. It is less dependent. Fossil fuel
is good for our national security, since
there is an abundance of the green en-
ergy sources here in America and with
our allies around the world.

In my own State, we have taken ac-
tions to reduce carbon emissions. We
have been effective in doing that, and
it has been a plus for our economy.

What we need is U.S. leadership. We
saw that in 2015. I was proud to be part
of a 10-Member Senate delegation that
went to Paris as we entered into a
global agreement to deal with our re-
sponsibilities to change the trajectory
for climate change.

The U.S. role in Paris was critical to
get all the nations of the world to-
gether with realistic strategies to re-
duce our carbon emissions. I say that
knowing full well that COP24 is meet-
ing, as we are meeting here, in Poland.
This is a convention whose attention is
going to be to finalize the Paris Agree-
ment Work Program—a rule book of
guidelines, procedures, and rules need-
ed to turn the Paris Agreement into a
working system. Every country made
commitments in Paris. We now need to
make sure that those commitments are
carried out.
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Shortly before the convening of
COP24 in Poland, the G20 met in our
hemisphere, as I think everyone is fa-
miliar with—these are the economic
powers of the world, all the major
economies of the world—and they re-
affirmed their commitment to Paris.
The world economic powers did that.

Now, what is happening in Poland
and what happened in G20—every coun-
try participated, except one. The G20
was actually G19 and their commit-
ment to implement the powers agree-
ment—the United States, through the
Trump administration, did not join. Of
course, in Poland right now, the United
States is not an active participant,
since President Trump announced that
we would withdraw from the conven-
tion on climate change known as COP.
That is not leadership. The world will
always be better off with America in
leadership, and we are missing that
leadership.

So my plea is that we need to step
up. This should not be a partisan issue.
Climate change should not be a par-
tisan issue. It is a human rights issue;
it is a human issue; it is a health issue;
it is an economic issue. We need to re-
store the U.S. leadership on this mat-
ter. We can do that through our Tax
Code. We can do that through renew-
able energy legislation, by increasing
the CAFE standards, by dealing with
clean air standards. If U.S. leadership
is not going to come from the White
House, let the U.S. Senate exercise
that leadership and show the inter-
national community that we under-
stand our responsibility and the risk
factors to our health and to the econ-
omy.

The National Climate Assessment
and the activities of G20 and COP24
should motivate us to action on behalf
of the health and welfare of the Amer-
ican community and our global neigh-
bors. I urge our colleagues to get en-
gaged in leadership on this issue.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana (Mr. SASSE).

TRIBUTE TO HANNAH NIESKENS

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week, I have the honor of recognizing
Hannah Nieskens of Jefferson County
for her tremendous service to Montana
veterans and her great impact on Mon-
tana’s educational system.

Hannah grew up spending time in
Montana with her family and then was
awarded the Presidential Scholarship
to attend Montana State University in
Bozeman. After graduating with honors
from MSU, Hannah began her career of
education in the Billings School Dis-
trict.

During her 4 years in Billings, she
met her now-husband Kelly, who served
in the Army, and they fell in love. Han-
nah and Kelly now have three chil-
dren—two daughters, Charity and
Hope, and their adopted son Joshua.
Joshua is currently serving overseas in
the Air Force.

Hannah has a distinguished career in
education. She has served her commu-
nity as a teacher in Billings, the dean



December 6, 2018

of Wolf Point High School, and the
principal at Northside Elementary
School. Now she is the 6-12 principal in
Whitehall.

Last year, Hannah was named Mon-
tana Principal of the Year, and now
Hannah is one of three finalists for the
2019 National Principal of the Year.

In addition to Hannah’s career de-
voted to education, Hannah has a pas-
sion for serving Montana veterans.
After Kelly was severely wounded
while serving in Iraq, Hannah began
volunteering to help other veterans in
the community navigate the VA. Han-
nah even earned a law degree to be bet-
ter prepared to assist Kelly and other
veterans struggling with the VA.

Hannah currently serves as the Mon-
tana Dole Fellow, where she advocates
on behalf of Montana’s military fami-
lies. She has great pride in calling
Montana home, and we are lucky to
have her.

She has made a lasting impact on her
community and the entire State, both
through her service to our veterans and
by shaping our future generations in
the school system.

I congratulate Hannah on all of her
success and look forward to seeing all
that she will accomplish for Montana
in the future.

TANF

Mr. President, once widely viewed as
successful, our Nation’s primary wel-
fare-to-work program is now broken. It
will soon expire. I rise to highlight my
efforts to get it working again.

The Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families Program—it is also called
TANF—was created with bipartisan
support back in 1996. In fact, at its
core, it recognized that finding and
maintaining a job is the most effective
way for healthy, working-age parents
to go from government dependency to
self-sufficiency.

After TANF became law, welfare
caseloads plummeted, child poverty de-
clined, and employment among low-in-
come, never-married parents went up.

As we debate modernizing the TANF
Program, we should not forget the
doom and the gloom predicted by some
liberals when the original 1996 reforms
were debated. Perhaps most famously,
our former colleague, Senator Daniel
Patrick Moynihan, predicted that
TANF would result ‘“‘in children sleep-
ing on grates, picked up in the morning
frozen.”

Let me tell you something: Those
critics were wrong—very wrong.

Yet more than 20 years after the his-
toric 1996 reforms, we should be clear-
eyed that the TANF Program suffers
from neglect and loopholes, both of
which are undercutting its funda-
mental work requirements.

Today, very few States are meeting
the work participation rate that is re-
quired by law. My State of Montana is
one of the many that is falling short.
The law calls for 50 percent of welfare
enrollees to be engaged in work. In
Montana, they are reaching only one-
third.
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In addition, many States are using
TANF dollars for purposes unrelated to
work, and the program lacks the trans-
parency and the accountability metrics
that are critical to its success. Because
of these shortfalls, too many low-in-
come parents are not finding sustain-
able jobs, and too many children are at
high risk of suffering the hardships of
poverty.

Part of the problem is that TANF has
been significantly reformed only once
since President Clinton signed it into
law. In 2006, Congress reauthorized and
strengthened the program, thanks to
the hard work of then-Finance Com-
mittee Chairman CHUCK GRASSLEY and
his Republican counterparts in the
House. Since its expiration in 2010,
however, TANF has received a whop-
ping—this is so DC—24 short-term re-
authorizations. Talk about kicking the
can down the road. Efforts to address
the persisting concerns about the pro-
gram have not crossed the finish line.
This must change.

For starters, revitalizing TANF is
important to sustaining our most ro-
bust economy. Right now, there are 7
million job openings that remain un-
filled—7 million job openings that are
unfilled. The good news is that employ-
ers across our country are clearly look-
ing to hire, jobs are being created, and
the economy is strong. But as my good
friend, House Ways and Means Com-
mittee Chairman KEVIN BRADY, has
said: ‘“We have gone from a country
asking, ‘Where are the jobs?’ to one
asking, ‘Where are the workers?’”’

A big part of the answer is that mil-
lions of able-bodied, working-age
Americans are completely on the side-
lines. A strong, revitalized TANF Pro-
gram is urgently needed to close this
jobs gap and empower more Americans
to find work. This is exactly what my
bill, the JOBS Act, would do.

Building on legislation that passed
the Ways and Means Committee earlier
this year in the House, the JOBS Act
demands positive work outcomes rath-
er than simply meeting ineffective par-
ticipation rules. It requires States to
engage with every work-eligible indi-
vidual and establish a plan that will re-
sult in a sustainable job. It holds
States accountable for their work out-
comes, not activities—we are talking
about outcomes, about results—and it
bolsters the transparency of every
State’s performance.

It doesn’t just demand work; it en-
ables work. It substantially increases
funding for childcare services that
would be essential to holding a job. It
provides struggling beneficiaries with
additional time to get the mental
health or substance abuse treatment
they need before holding a job and
making that a realistic goal. It adds
apprenticeship as a permissible work
activity, alongside job training, get-
ting more education, and building job
readiness skills.

My bill targets funds to truly needy
families by capping participation to
families with incomes below 200 per-
cent of the Federal poverty level.
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The JOBS Act is built on the recogni-
tion that there is dignity in work. A
job can start low-income parents down
the path toward achieving lifelong
dreams. A job can create opportunities
that are simply out of reach without
one. A job can be the springboard to
higher wages and upward mobility. A
job can rescue young children from the
challenges of poverty and despair. In
short, finding sustainable work can
create better lives for low-income par-
ents and children alike.

Last, my bill extends marriage pro-
motion and fatherhood initiatives be-
cause healthy, intact families are also
part of the solution.

There are approximately 4,000 fami-
lies in Montana who are currently on
TANF. Over 90 percent of them are
from single-parent or zero-parent
homes.

I cannot speak more highly of the
single families and the extended family
members who are tirelessly taking care
of their children on TANF. But we
should continue to encourage vol-
untary participation in local marriage
support programs; we should continue
to encourage fathers to step forward
and be the men that their children
strongly need. The reason is simple:
Healthy families remain the bedrock to
strong communities and a flourishing
society.

The JOBS Act equips and empowers
low-income families toward a better fu-
ture.

I urge my colleagues to reclaim the
bipartisanship that created historic re-
forms a generation ago and support
this important legislation to make our
largest welfare-to-work program actu-
ally work again.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

RIGHT REBATE ACT OF 2018

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today I raise an important issue for my
colleagues that impacts many families
in Iowa but also throughout the coun-
try. You hear it everywhere. It is about
high prescription drug costs. I am not
going to address that issue across the
board, but I am going to do it in a nar-
row way for one part of it.

One contributing factor that has
played a part in how much money the
government and taxpayers pay for
some drugs is a government program
called the Medicaid Drug Rebate Pro-
gram.

On Tuesday I introduced bipartisan
legislation with Senator WYDEN of Or-
egon. The bill, called the Right Rebate
Act of 2018, would close a loophole in
that program that causes the problem I
am addressing.

As a condition for participation in
the Medicaid Program, drug companies
must pay a rebate—or some people
might call it a discount—to the Fed-
eral Government and to the various
States for the drugs they offer. Gen-
erally speaking, the rebate dollar
amount is less for a generic drug than
for a brand-name drug.
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The rebate program hasn’t worked as
designed. Some drug companies have
been able to game the system to boost
their bottom line, and they do so at
taxpayers’ expense. Some drug compa-
nies have paid smaller rebates to the
government. When that happens, that
means taxpayers are footing a bigger
burden.

One example, in particular, high-
lights the main issues we aim to solve
with this legislation.

During the Obama administration—it
could have been a Republican adminis-
tration as well—because of the prob-
lems in this program, Iowans regularly
contacted me by phone, email, and at
my annual 99 county meetings about
the difficulties they faced paying the
rapidly rising prices of EpiPen. EpiPen
is an emergency medicine used to treat
severe, life-threatening allergic reac-
tions. EpiPen is distributed by a com-
pany called Mylan. In 2007 a pack of
two EpiPens cost $100. By 2016, the cost
of that two-pack of EpiPens exploded
to more than $600. That is a very sub-
stantial price increase. Nobody is going
to argue with that. Many would argue
that it is an unjustified price increase,
especially considering the gut punch to
taxpayers who foot the lions’ share of
the Medicaid bill for families. They
happen to be families in need. I lis-
tened to the concerns of my constitu-
ents and began an investigation about
how the drug rebate program was
working.

In a nutshell, Mylan had classified
the EpiPen as a generic drug in the
Medicaid Program, when it should have
been classified as a brand drug. That
means Mylan misclassified EpiPen, and
CMS let it happen.

Because of this incorrect classifica-
tion, Mylan paid a much smaller rebate
than it should have. I asked the Health
and Human Services inspector general
to look into these classification prac-
tices. The inspector general found that
taxpayers may have overpaid for the
EpiPen by as much as $1.3 billion over
10 years because of the incorrect classi-
fication. Eventually, Mylan settled a
False Claims Act case with the Justice
Department for $465 million.

Now, don’t ask me why the Justice
Department didn’t go after the other
probably $700 million. I don’t know,
and I haven’t found out why, but upon
learning of that settlement, I expressed
my disappointment that it didn’t seem
that taxpayers had been made whole.
That is quite obvious, right?

We shouldn’t have had to depend on
lawyers and lawsuits to get the tax-
payers’ money back. This deception
should never have happened in the first
place. That is common sense. Govern-
ment Agencies should have, as an ini-
tial matter, been responsibly over-
seeing the programs they are in charge
of.

Because of insufficient attention to
the problem by the Center for Medicare
and Medicaid Services—or CMS, as I
have been using—Mylan escaped ac-
countability for a long period of time,
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costing taxpayers hundreds of mil-
lions—eventually billions—of dollars.

But it is not just Mylan, and it is not
just EpiPen. In a December 2017 report,
the inspector general found that 885
drugs may have been potentially
misclassified. Specifically, the inspec-
tor general found that, from 2012 to
2016, Medicaid may have lost $1.30 bil-
lion in rebates for 10 potentially
misclassified drugs with the highest
total reimbursement.

So where do we go from here? It is
clear that the law must change to pro-
vide clarity. So let’s establish clear
lines of authority to hold the govern-
ment bureaucracy and also the private
sector accountable. Taxpayers demand
and deserve accountability. Simply
said, accountability will bring cost sav-
ings.

The Right Rebate Act, which Senator
WYDEN and I introduced, will shut
down this loophole used by drug com-
panies. This legislation will prevent
the misclassification of drugs in the
first place and protect taxpayer dol-
lars. It does this by requiring CMS to
enforce penalties on drug companies
that knowingly misclassify drugs in
the Medicaid Program.

The legislation also provides rem-
edies for States that are shortchanged
by drug companies. It requires an an-
nual report to Congress by CMS to
make sure the Agency is doing all it
can to protect taxpayer dollars and to
keep drug expenditures down.

This is commonsense legislation. It
would close a loophole used by drug
companies to keep prices artificially
high—much higher than they should
be—and it grants the Secretary of HHS
the authority to properly enforce the
law.

The Right Rebate Act is only one
step in the fight against high prescrip-
tion drug costs, but it is the right step,
and there are a lot of other steps that
must be taken. I look forward to work-
ing with Senator WYDEN in the 116th
Congress on many issues important to
Americans, including the high cost of
prescription drugs.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ROBERT MUELLER

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise
today to talk about not the Mueller in-
vestigation as much as I want to talk
about Robert Mueller himself because
of the substantial responsibility that
he has, and I think it is important for
us to remind ourselves, as well as to re-
mind our country, about his service at
a time when he has often been attacked
by folks in Washington.

When I think of an individual like
Robert Mueller, I think of two words:
“‘public service’’—or maybe just one
word: ‘‘service.” He was inspired, as
many people know, to become a marine
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by one of his friends from the college
lacrosse team he was on. This man’s
name was David Hackett, and he later
died on the battlefield of Vietnam.

Mr. Mueller said in a speech:

One would have thought that the life of a
Marine, and David’s death in Vietnam, would
argue strongly against following in his foot-
steps. But many of us saw in him the person
we wanted to be. And a number of his
friends, teamm